
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 

WELCOME TO LAMB OF GOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray that you will open your 

heart in preparation as our Savior comes to us through the word and sacraments. If 

you are a guest, please sign your name, address and most importantly your phone 

number in our Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we 

can be of assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 
Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His 

table those baptized Christians who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to 

forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and yet desire 

to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an elder. For further study, see 

MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth time with us. If 
you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at Lamb of God who will lend you 
a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

 Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel embarrassed 
by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

 Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, note the colors, 
embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great stained-glass windows. What 
Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

 Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in on their parts: 
Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of this belongs to them, too. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 
 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry back! Like 

Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and books in the nursery, and 
activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall which can be brought into the worship hall 
to help engage your child) 

 Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they respond to the 
Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

 Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus’ 
words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to welcome, smile, 
encourage, help, and bless you all. 

THIS SERVICE IS FROM: CREATIVE WORSHIP FOR THE LUTHERAN PARISH, SERIES A, QUARTER 1. 
LITURGICAL MUSIC IS FROM THE LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK, DIVINE SERVICE ONE, BEGINNING ON PAGE 151 

ALL HYMNS FROM THE LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK, PER HYMN NUMBER LISTED. 
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PRELUDE 977 I Will Sing My Maker’s Praises 

HYMN OF GATHERING 613 To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All 

 

 

 

 

Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802–80; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. Tune: attr. Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ PREPARATION + 

 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Since we are here assembled to hear God’s Word, to call upon Him in prayer, and 

to receive the body and blood of Christ, let us first think of our unworthiness; confess 

before God our sins of thought, word, and deed; and acknowledge also that we, by 

our own strength, cannot free ourselves from our sinful nature or the sins we have 

committed. Therefore, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy and grace of our 

heavenly Father, seeking and imploring Him to behold us through Jesus Christ, 

saying: 

C God have mercy on me, a poor, sinful being, forgive me all my sins where I 

have done wrong, and grant to me the Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful 

ways; through Jesus Christ, my Lord, I pray. Amen. 

P God, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to life everlasting. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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+ WORD + 

INTROIT Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 
L Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
 for no one living is righteous before you. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (Short Intro) Luke 2:14; John 1:29     LSB 154 

L Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
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SALUTATION 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray: O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the 

devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that 

what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 50:15–21 [ESV p 43; NSV p 57] 
L The Old Testament reading is from Genesis, chapter 15. 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 

that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they 

sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 
17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 

because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the 

servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His 

brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 

servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As 

for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 

many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide 

for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 103:1–12; antiphon: v. 13 [ESV p 557; NSV p 619] 
L 1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

 and all that is within me, 
 bless his holy name! 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and forget not all his benefits, 
3who forgives all your iniquity, 
 who heals all your diseases, 

C 4who redeems your life from the pit, 

 who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
5who satisfies you with good 
 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6The LORD works righteousness 
 and justice for all who are oppressed. 
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L 7He made known his ways to Moses, 

 his acts to the people of Israel. 
8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9He will not always chide, 
 nor will he keep his anger forever. 

C 10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12as far as the east is from the west, 
 so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

EPISTLE Romans 14:1–12 [ESV p 1050; NSV p 1157] 
L The Epistle reading is from Romans, chapter 14. 

 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 

opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats 

only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let 

not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has 

welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is 

before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is 

able to make him stand. 

 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems 

all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who 

observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor 

of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in 

honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and 

none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to 

the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this 

end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the 

living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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 CATECHISM REVIEW (ON SCREEN) Luther’s Small Catechism, p 21 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (Short Intro) John 6:68     LSB 156 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21–35 [ESV p 913; NSV p 1002] 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 

me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say 

to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 

 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to 

him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master 

ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment 

to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant 

released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he 

found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, 

he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down 

and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and 

went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants 

saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 

to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said 

to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 

me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy 

on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay 

all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother from your heart.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY 843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 

 

 

 

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt. Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 Tune: Public domain 

SERMON Pastor Eugene Larmi 
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 CREED Nicene Creed     LSB 158 
C I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
  and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

 and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ and for all people according to 

their needs. 

Grant us, O Lord, wisdom to consider the manifold sins Your grace has forgiven and 

courage to show this forgiveness to others in Your name. Keep us from being stingy 

with the mercy You have so generously shown to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord, and 

teach us not to count the cost of forgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Give boldness to Your church, that we who know the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

crucified and risen proclaim it to the ends of the earth. Bless the pastors who 

faithfully deliver these gifts to us in Word and Sacrament and the church workers 

who serve us in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Deliver us, O Lord, from the burden of those who would lead us without the wisdom 

and counsel of Your Word and give to us in this land and throughout the world 

leaders who will act with integrity and justice to all. Bring peace to the troubled 

regions of our world and help us to work together for the common good. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Bless this congregation and all missions and mission fields with an abundance of 

Your Holy Spirit, that the work of Your kingdom would prosper among us for the 

glory of Your holy name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Make us to be of one mind and one will, perfectly united in doctrine and faith, so 

that our communion here will testify to this harmony of belief; and grant to us grace 

so that we receive this Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood always for our good 

and never in judgment against us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Deliver, O Lord, the troubled in mind, the wounded in body, and those whose spirits 

despair, that by Your healing and strength they endure the day of their trial and be 

kept safe in Your arms to everlasting life, [and especially for . . .]. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P You know our needs and have promised to give us all things needful for this life and 

to bring us to everlasting life. Grant us also grateful hearts that we be cheered by 

Your mercies, new every morning, and live and rest in Your peace; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
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OFFERING Offering Plates are Passed by Ushers 

Please enter your attendance in the red Record of Fellowship 

OFFERTORY (Short Intro) Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19     LSB p 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS/THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

PREPARATION FOR SACRAMENT 

Matthew 5:23-24 

23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 

has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go. First 

be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 

1 Corinthians 11:27-28 
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person 

examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 1:36 LSB p 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, 

out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, 

becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has 

freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS (No Intro) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9     LSB p161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB p161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25     LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13     LSB p 162 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19     LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 AGNUS DEI (No Intro) John 1:29      LSB p 163 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 

Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 788 Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness 

 

 

 

 

5 Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows 

not fast, 

    For joy in things that meanwhile 

starve the soul, 

For walls and wars that hide Your 

mercies vast 

    And blur our vision of the Kingdom 

goal: 

6 Open our eyes to see Your love’s 

intent, 

    To know with minds and hearts its 

depth and height; 

May thankfulness be days in service 

spent, 

    Reflection of Christ’s life and love 

and light. 
Text: William Watkins Reid, Sr., 1890–1983, alt. Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 
Tune: Alfred M. Smith, 1879–1971 Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 974 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

 

 

 

 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release 

    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Johann Ulich, 1634–1712 Text and tune: Public domain 
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 NUNC DIMITTIS (Short Intro) Luke 2:29–32      LSB p.211 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING Psalm 106:1 
P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 

C for His steadfast love endures forever! 

P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26     LSB p 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

DISMISSAL HYMN 922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

 

 

 

 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 Tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise 
indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 


