
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 

WELCOME TO LAMB OF GOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray that you will open your 

heart in preparation as our Savior comes to us through the word and sacraments. If you 

are a guest, please sign your name, address and most importantly your phone number 

in our Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we can be of 

assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 
Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table 

those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives 

and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the Pastor or an elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 

CAUTION 
It is prudent and wise to let our church family know you have broken people sitting around you; this is a 

place for the broken as Jesus describes in the gospels.  We have/may have folks in the congregation that 

have been alcoholics, drug abusers, spousal abusers, formerly violent and even sexual offenders. This is a 

house for the broken. We certainly understand that this is a Lamb of God Lutheran Church Ministry and 

have taken diligent steps to create a safe environment for all who would like to worship our Father. 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth time with us. If you 
need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at Lamb of God who will lend you a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

 Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel embarrassed by 
it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

 Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, note the colors, 
embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great stained-glass windows. What 
Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

 Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in on their parts: 
Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of this belongs to them, too. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 
 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry back! Like Jesus, 

we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and books in the nursery, and activity 
sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage 
your child) 

 Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they respond to the 
Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

 Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus’ words 
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to welcome, smile, 
encourage, help, and bless you all. 
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PRELUDE         964 Lift Every Voice and Sing        965 God Bless Our Native Land        966 Before You, Lord, We Bow 

HYMN OF GATHERING (Full Intro) 602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives 

 

 

 

 

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947 Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842–1912, alt. 

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 Tune: Public domain 
  



3 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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+ CONFIRMATION + 

 CONFIRMATION ADDRESS 
P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 

with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and 

catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, 

“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in 

heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who 

is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give 

answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the 

gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 

God? 

R I do. 

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the 

Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful 

and true? 

R I do. 

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to 

remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, 

even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the 

teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. 

As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He 

who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 

Christ. 

C Amen. 

CONFIRMATION BLESSING 
P CASSANDRA BULLARD, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all 

your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 

COLLECT FOR CONFIRMATION (1) 
P Let us pray: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 

goodness in bringing this Your daughter to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, 

Jesus Christ, and enabling her both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to 

confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, she may 

continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight 

of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR CONFIRMATION (2) 
P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united 

Your children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them 

by His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily 

contrition and repentance with a faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them 

from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, 

that they may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body and 

blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make 

satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and comfort only in Him, 

learning from this Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to bear the cross 

with patience and joy until the day of the resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

THE PEACE 
P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 INTROIT Psalm 92:1–5; antiphon: Matthew 9:13b, c 
L I desire mercy, and not sacrifice. 

 For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners. 

C It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

 to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
 and your faithfulness by night, 
to the music of the lute and the harp, 
 to the melody of the lyre. 

L For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 

 at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
How great are your works, O LORD! 
 Your thoughts are very deep! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L I desire mercy, and not sacrifice. 

 For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners. 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (Short Intro) Luke 2:14; John 1:29     LSB 154 

L Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Let us pray: O Son of God, our blessed Savior Jesus Christ, You called Matthew 

the tax collector to be an apostle and evangelist. Through his faithful and inspired 

witness, grant that we also may follow You, leaving behind all covetous desires and 

love of riches; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 2:8—3:11 
L The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 2. 

8“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious 

house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9And when I looked, behold, a 

hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 10And he 

spread it before me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were 

written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe. 
1And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll, and 

go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and he gave me this scroll 

to eat. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I give 

you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as 

honey. 
4And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my words 

to them. 5For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard language, 

but to the house of Israel— 6not to many peoples of foreign speech and a hard 

language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if I sent you to such, they 

would listen to you. 7But the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, for 

they are not willing to listen to me. Because all the house of Israel have a hard 

forehead and a stubborn heart. 8Behold, I have made your face as hard as their 

faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. 9Like emery harder than flint 

have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they 

are a rebellious house.” 10Moreover, he said to me, “Son of man, all my words that 

I shall speak to you receive in your heart, and hear with your ears. 11And go to the 

exiles, to your people, and speak to them and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord 

GOD,’ whether they hear or refuse to hear.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM     HE PSALM 119:33–40; ANTIPHON: V. 35 

L 33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes; 

 and I will keep it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 
 and observe it with my whole heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
 for I delight in it. 

C 36Incline my heart to your testimonies, 

 and not to selfish gain! 
37Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; 
 and give me life in your ways. 
38Confirm to your servant your promise, 
 that you may be feared. 

L 39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

 for your just decrees are good. 
40Behold, I long for your precepts; 
 in your righteousness give me life! 

SECOND READING Acts 5:1–11 

L The Epistle is from Acts, chapter 5. 
1But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2and 

with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought 

only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3But Peter said, “Ananias, why has 

Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of 

the proceeds of the land? 4While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? 

And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived 

this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 5When Ananias heard 

these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who 

heard of it. 6The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and 

buried him. 
7After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had 

happened. 8And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.” 

And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have 

agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have 

buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10Immediately she 

fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found 

her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11And great 

fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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 ALLELUIA AND VERSE (Short Intro) John 6:68     LSB 156 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 9:9–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 

booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 
10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and 

sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the 

Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have 

no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I 

desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY (Full Intro) 782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 Tune: Public domain 

SERMON Pastor Eugene Larmi 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. Heavenly Father, we glorify You for Your sustaining love. We 

especially thank and praise You for the gift of Your Son, in whom we have 

redemption and forgiveness of sins; for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for the 

companionship of Your Holy Church; and for the hope of the age to come. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Almighty God, bless Matthew, our Synod president; Mike, our district president; and 

all servants of Your Word. Keep them strong in their witness to Your grace. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, open wide the hearts of Christians to one another, especially 

within the home and between neighbors. Let love be genuine, speech truthful and 

patience constant. Let us commend ourselves in everything as those known by 

God’s love and, therefore, unashamed to serve one another. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Father in heaven, look favorably on all public servants, giving them wisdom and 

courage to serve according to Your will. Guard all members of our armed forces, 

covering them with Your protecting hand. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Father of compassion, be near to those who cry out to You in time of need 

[especially _____________]. Grant healing to the sick, according to Your will, and 

comfort the mourning with Christ’s victory over death and the grave. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Heavenly Father, how lovely is the dwelling place of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who gives us sinners to eat and to drink of His flesh and blood here at the holy 

altar. Grant to all who come to this feast today repentant and believing hearts, that 

in the blessed Sacrament they would receive forgiveness, life and salvation, and be 

strengthened in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give 

all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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OFFERING Offering Plates are Passed by Ushers 

Please enter your attendance in the red Record of Fellowship 

OFFERTORY (Short Intro) Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19     LSB p 159 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE (FULL) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily 

governed and protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and 

evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs 

and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant Matthew, and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

SANCTUS (No Intro) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9     LSB p161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB p161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25     LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13     LSB p 162 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19     LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 AGNUS DEI (No Intro) John 1:29      LSB p 163 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (Refrain Intro) 588 Jesus Loves Me 

 

 

 

 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (Full Intro) 411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934–2025 Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (Full Intro) 783 Take My Life and Let It Be 

 

 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 Text and tune: Public domain 
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 THANK THE LORD (Short Intro) [Psalm 105:1-3, 42-43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8-10   LSB 164 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26     LSB p 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN TO DEPART (Full Intro) 602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives 

 

 

 

 

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947 Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842–1912, alt. 
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 Tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Amen! 

POSTLUDE 924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
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