FIFTH MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE APRIL 02, 2025
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HYMN OF GATHERING 560 Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed
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1 Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed With heal - ing

2 Thou know - est all my griefs and fears, Thy grace a -
3 Wash me and take a - way each stain; Let noth - ing
4 And then for work to do for Thee, Which shall so
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gifts for souls dis - tressed, To find in Thee my
bused, my mis - spent years; Yet  now to Thee with
of my sin re - main. For cleans - ing, though it
sweet a ser - vice Dbe That an - gels well might
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life, my rest, Christ cru - c1 - fied, 1 come.
con - trite tears, Christ cru - c1 - fied, 1 come.
be through pain, Christ cru - ci - fied, I come.
en - vy me, Christ cru - c1 - fied, 1 come.

Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855-1928 Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838-96 Text and tune: Public domain



O INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
®P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PSALM Psalm 121
| lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LorD, who made heaven and earth.

(P)

P} He will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
(P)
P

The LoRD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

The LorbD will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life.

The Lorbp will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and
forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

SALUTATION
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

COLLECT

P) Let us pray: Eternal God, You so loved the world that You gave Your only Son into
death for our sin. Take our lives, Lord, and use them to lift up Your Son so that all
will be drawn to Him and find eternal life; for He lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



HYMN 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary
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1 Je - sus, ref - uge of the wea-ry, Blest Re - deem - er,
2 Do we pass that cross un - heed-ing, Breath-ing no re -
3 Je - sus, may our hearts be burn-ing With more fer - vent
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whom we love, Foun - tain in life’s des - ert drea - ry, Sav -ior
pen - tant vow, Though we see You wound-ed, bleed-ing, See Your
love for You; May our eyes be ev - er turn - ing To be -
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from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,
thorn-en - cir-cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us
hold Your cross a - new Till in glo-ry, part-ed nev - er
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Gazed up - on the sin - ner’s fall; Yet up - on the
Life e - ter - nal, peace, and rest; On - ly what Your
From the bless - ed Sav - 1or’s side, Grav - en in  our
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.
hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - c1 - fied.

Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826-96, alt. Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel Text and tune: Public domain



O FIRST READING Genesis 28:10-22
P} The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 28.

10Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. *And he came to a certain place
and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. ?And he
dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending
on it! 3And behold, the LorD stood above it and said, “l am the LorD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie | will give to
you and to your offspring. *Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and
you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the
south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.
15Behold, | am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back
to this land. For | will not leave you until | have done what | have promised you.”
18Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lorp is in this place, and
| did not know it.” 1’And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This
is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

1850 early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and
set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. °He called the name of that place
Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 2°Then Jacob made a vow,
saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that | go, and will give
me bread to eat and clothing to wear, ?!so that | come again to my father’s house in
peace, then the LorD shall be my God, ?2and this stone, which | have set up for a
pillar, shall be God'’s house. And of all that you give me | will give a full tenth to you.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER RESPONSE

P} Letus pray: Lord God, You never slumber nor sleep and Your eyes are always open
to our needs. On our journey through this life to the life of the world to come,
graciously guide us and guard us through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, for He
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, and in Him
You will keep our going out and our coming in from this time forth and forevermore.

Amen.



SECOND READING Ephesians 2:11-22
P) The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 2.

1Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision”
by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—
2remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. **But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. **For he himself is our peace, who
has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility
5py abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, ®and might reconcile
us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. ’And he
came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were
near. 8For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. **So then
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, ?°built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 2lin whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. ??In him you
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



O VERSE Philippians 2:8
He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death
on a Cross.

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:43-51

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“3The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.” “*Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. “°Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” “éNathanael
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come
and see.” #’Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” ®Nathanael said to him, “How do you
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under
the fig tree, | saw you.” **Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!
You are the King of Israel!” *°Jesus answered him, “Because | said to you, ‘| saw
you under the fig tree,” do you believe? You will see greater things than these.”
®1And he said to him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



O HYMN OF THE DAY
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611 Chief of Sinners Though | Be
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I Chief of sin - ners though I be, Je - sus shed His
2 Oh, the height of Je - sus’ love, High - er than the
30n -1y Je - sus can  im - part Balm to  heal the
4 Chief of sin - ners though I be, Christ  1s all in
50 my Sav - ior, help af - ford By Your Spir - it
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blood for me, Died that I  might live on  high,
heav’ns a - bove, Deep - er than the depths of sea,
wound -ed heart, Peace that flows from sin for - giv’'n,
all to me; All my wants to Him are known,
and Your Word! When my way - ward heart would stray,
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Lives that I might nev - er die. As the branch is
Last-ing as e - ter - mni - ty! Love that found me—
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, Faith and hope to
All my sor-rows are His own. He sus - tains the
Keep me in the nar - row way; Grace 1n time of
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to the  vine, I am His, and He 1S mine.
won - drous thought! Found me when I  sought Him not.
walk with God In the way that E - noch trod.
hid - den life Safe with Him from earth - ly strife.
need sup - ply While I live and when I die.
SERMON Pastor Eugene Larmi



O HYMN 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image
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On my heart im - print Your im-age, Bless-ed Je-sus, King of grace,
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That life’s rich-es, cares, and plea-sures Nev-er may Your work e-rase;
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Let the clear in - scrip-tion be: Je-sus, cru-ci - fied for me,
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Is my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, Andmy glo-ry and sal-va - tion!
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt. Tune: Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758 Text and tune: Public domain
CREED Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -l everlasting. Amen.



PASSION READING John 18:33-40

(P)

(P)
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A reading from John, chapter 18.

3330 Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?” **Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord,
or did others say it to you about me?” *Pilate answered, “Am | a Jew? Your own
nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?”
3% Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would have been fighting, that | might not be delivered over to
the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” ' Then Pilate said to him, “So you
are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. For this purpose | was born
and for this purpose | have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” *®Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no
guilt in him. 3°But you have a custom that | should release one man for you at the
Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” “°They cried
out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE LITANY

Hear our prayer, O Lord.
Let our cry come to You.

Lord God, in our journey through this life, help us to build our hopes not on what we
have done for You
but on what You have done for us,

and help us to find peace not by searching within ourselves
but by looking to Christ and His cross;

for our hearts are restless
until they find their rest in You.

Gracious God, be with all who are lost and searching,
and draw their hearts to Christ,

that they may know Him as the way, and the truth, and the life,
and find in Him a peace that surpasses all understanding;

for He is the stairway to heaven,
and through Him the door to paradise is open.

Trusting in Your mercy, we pray as Your Son taught us:



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P} The Lord bless you, defend you from all evil, and bring you to everlasting life.

Amen.
HYMN OF DEPARTURE 526 You Are the Way; through You Alone
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1 You are the way; through You a - lone Can
2 You are the truth; Your Word a - lone True
3 You are the life; the emp - ty tomb Pro -
4 You are the way, the truth, the life; Grant
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we the Fa - ther find; In You, O Christ, has
wis - dom can 1 - part; You on - ly can in -
claims Your con-qu’ring arm, And those who  put their
us that way know, That truth to keep, that
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God re - vealed His heart and will and mind.
form the mind And pu - 1 - fy the heart.
trust in You Not death nor hell  shall harm.
life to win Whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt. Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh Text and tune: Public domain
DISMISSAL

P} Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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