SECOND MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE MARCH 12, 2025
WELCOME

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray that you will open your
heart in preparation as our Savior comes to us through the word and sacraments. If you
are a guest, please sign your name, address and most importantly your phone number in
our Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we can be of

assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know.

COMMUNION PRACTICE

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table
those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives
and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. Because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession
of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession
differing from that of this congregation and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak
with the Pastor or an elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34.

CAUTION

It is prudent and wise to let our church family know you have broken people sitting around you; this is a
place for the broken as Jesus describes in the gospels. We have/may have folks in the congregation that
have been alcoholics, drug abusers, spousal abusers, formerly violent and even sexual offenders. This is a
house for the broken. We certainly understand that this is a Lamb of God Lutheran Church Ministry and
have taken diligent steps to create a safe environment for all who would like to worship our Father.

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth time with us. If you
need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at Lamb of God who will lend you a hand.

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier:

1 Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel embarrassed by
it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God.

T Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, note the colors,
embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great stained-glass windows. What
Jesus does here promises to engage them.

T Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in on their parts:
Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! | believe! Our Father! All of this belongs to them, too.

T Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead.

T If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so — but please hurry back! Like Jesus,
we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and books in the nursery, and activity
sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage
your child)

T Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they respond to the
Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship.

1 Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus’ words
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these” (Luke 18:16)

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to welcome, smile,
encourage, help, and bless you all.



PRELUDE 883 Al Praise to Thee, My God, This Night

HYMN (Full intro) 437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824 Text and tune: Public domain



O INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
®P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PSALM Psalm 8

P) O Lorb, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! You have set Your
glory above the heavens.

Out of the mouth of babes and infants, You have established strength because
of Your foes, to still the enemy and the avenger.

P} When | look at Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which You have set in place,

what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You care for
him?
P} Yet You have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him

with glory and honor.
You have given him dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all
things under his feet,

P all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the
paths of the seas.
O LoRD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
SALUTATION

P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

COLLECT

P) Let us pray: Gracious Father, for the joy set before Him, Your Son, Jesus, endured
the suffering of the cross. In our suffering, O Lord, strengthen our faith that we may
know Your companionship in our darkest hours; through Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



O FIRST READING Genesis 3:14-15
P} The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 3.
14The LorD God said to the serpent,
“‘Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
151 will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER RESPONSE

P} Letus pray: Lord Jesus Christ, when we, by our sin, had fallen away from You, You
graciously came down to us. You became man to save humanity. You lived among
us in lowliness that we may live with You in glory. You endured Satan’s attacks for
us that You could crush the serpent’s head for us. By Your humble incarnation, Your
life of purity and selfless service, and Your sacrificial death, You have redeemed us.
Therefore, God our Father has highly exalted You and put everything under Your
feet, and we humbly bow before You, for You are our Lord, and You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



SECOND READING Hebrews 2:11-15
P} The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 2.

1For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin. That is why
he is not ashamed to call them brothers, ?saying,

“I will tell of your name to my brothers;

in the midst of the congregation | will sing your praise.”

3ANnd again,

“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,

“Behold, | and the children God has given me.”
14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, *>and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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O VERSE Romans 10:17
Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

HOLY GOSPEL John 12:20-33
P)] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

2ONow among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. ?'So
these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we
wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told
Jesus. 2And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. ?*Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. >Whoever loves his life loses
it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone
serves me, he must follow me; and where | am, there will my servant be also. If
anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall | say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
But for this purpose | have come to this hour. 2®Father, glorify your name.” Then a
voice came from heaven: “| have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” 2The crowd
that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has
spoken to him.” 3®Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine.
3INow is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 3?And
I, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to
show by what kind of death he was going to die.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



HYMN (Full intro) 561 The Tree of Life

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Bruce W. Becker, 1952
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Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
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SERMON Pastor Eugene Larmi

HYMN (Short intro) 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image
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Is my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, Andmy glo-ry and sal-va - tion!
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Strémme, 1856-1921, alt. Tune: Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758 Text and tune: Public domain



O CREED Nicene Creed  LSB 174
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -l of the world to come. Amen.



O PASSION READING John 18:1-14
P) A reading from John, chapter 18.

(P)

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the
Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. °Now
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his
disciples. *So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the
chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons.
4Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them,
“Whom do you seek?” °They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to
them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. ®*When Jesus
said to them, “l am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. “So he asked them
again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8Jesus answered,
“| told you that | am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” °This was to fulfill the
word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me | have lost not one.” °Then
Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off
his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 'So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your
sword into its sheath; shall | not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

1250 the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested
Jesus and bound him. First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. #It was Caiaphas who had advised the
Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

OFFERING Offering Plates are in the Fellowship Hall
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RESPONSIVE LITANY

Hear our prayer, O Lord.
Let our cry come to You.

Almighty God, in the fullness of time, You sent the promised offspring, Your Son,
Jesus Christ, to save us.
By His redeeming death, He has crushed the serpent’s head for us.

Saved from sin, death, and the devil by His holy, precious blood and His innocent
suffering and death,
help us to find healing in His wounds

and grant us eyes of faith
to see that His cross is, for us, the tree of life.

Throughout these forty days, O Lord, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus
and help us to run with perseverance the race marked out for us,

until the day when we and all the faithful rest and rejoice with You in paradise
and experience the fullness of Your peace; through Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Hear us, O Lord, as we silently bring You our private petitions.
Silent prayer

Trusting in Your mercy, we pray as Your Son taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26  LSBp 166
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -1+ give you peace.

Amen.
HYMN OF DISMISSAL (Full intro) 543 What Wondrous Love Is This
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soul, for my soul, To bear the dread-ful curse for my soul!
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side His crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, While mil-lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on, And through e - ter - ni - ty I’'ll sing on.

Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. =~ Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL
P) Goin peace as you serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTL U DE 544 O Love, How Deep
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