
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT FEBRUARY 18, 2024 

WELCOME 
Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray that you will open your 

heart in preparation as our Savior comes to us through the word and sacraments. If you 

are a guest, please sign your name, address and most importantly your phone number 

in our Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we can be of 

assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 
Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table 

those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives 

and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak 

with the Pastor or an elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 

CAUTION 
It is prudent and wise to let our church family know you have broken people sitting around you; this is a 

place for the broken as Jesus describes in the gospels.  We have/may have folks in the congregation that 

have been alcoholics, drug abusers, spousal abusers, formerly violent and even sexual offenders. This is a 

house for the broken. We certainly understand that this is a Lamb of God Lutheran Church Ministry and 

have taken diligent steps to create a safe environment for all who would like to worship our Father. 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth time with us. If you 

need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at Lamb of God who will lend you a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

 Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel embarrassed by 
it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

 Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, note the colors, 
embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great stained-glass windows. What 
Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

 Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in on their parts: 
Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of this belongs to them, too. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 
 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry back! Like Jesus, 

we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and books in the nursery, and activity 
sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage 
your child) 

 Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they respond to the 
Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

 Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus’ words 
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 

such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to welcome, smile, 

encourage, help, and bless you all. 
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+ PREPARATION + 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 

Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Tune: Public domain 
  



3 

 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES 
P It was in this triune name of God that we were baptized— 

C the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P As we begin our Lenten journey, we remember our Baptism. 

C We remember we were washed and forgiven. 

P We remember we were made members of God’s family. 

C We remember we were united with Jesus. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Though we are baptized and united with Jesus, we often act as if we were separated 

from Jesus. There are times when we fall prey to Satan and his temptations. There 

are times when sin reigns within us. Still, our heavenly Father is merciful, and He 

invites us to draw near to Him in repentance, asking for forgiveness. 

Silence for reflection. 

P Heavenly Father, 

C we have ignored Your help in resisting Satan and His temptations. We have 

sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. Yet our entire lives 

are lives of repentance. Have mercy on us. Forgive our sins, and lead us in 

righteousness, on account of Jesus. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to endure temptation, 

suffering, and death for us and our salvation. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are forgiven. We are baptized into Christ. 
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+ WORD + 
INTROIT Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16 
A When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

 I will rescue him and honor him. 

With long life I will satisfy him 

 and show him my salvation. 

Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— 

 the Most High, who is my refuge— 

no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

 no plague come near your tent. 

For he will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you in all your ways. 

On their hands they will bear you up, 

 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

You will tread on the lion and the adder; 

 the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

A When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

 I will rescue him and honor him. 

With long life I will satisfy him 

 and show him my salvation. 
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KYRIE Mark 10:47 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following 

our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 

world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 22:1–18 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 22. 

1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 

to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 

of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 

and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 

the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On 

the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then 

Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go 

over there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of 

the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and 

the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, 

“My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the 

wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide 

for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them 

together. 
9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 

there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, 

on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 

slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on 

the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have 

not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes 

and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. 

And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 

his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it 

is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and 

said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and 

have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely 

multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 

seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your 

offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my 

voice.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon: v. 14 
A 1To you, O LORD, 

 I lift up my soul. 
2O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be put to shame; 

 let not my enemies exult over me. 
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

 teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 
6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

 for they have been from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 
8Good and upright is the LORD; 

 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, 

 and teaches the humble his way. 
10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

EPISTLE James 1:12–18 
A The Epistle is from James, chapter 1. 

12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 

test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 
13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot 

be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted 

when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived 

gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift 

is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation 

or shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, 

that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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 ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LENT) Joel 2:13   LSB p 157 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 3:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. 2And 

they watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they 

might accuse him. 3And he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come here.” 
4And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save 

life or to kill?” But they were silent. 5And he looked around at them with anger, 

grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He 

stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6The Pharisees went out and 

immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him. 
7Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, from 

Galilee and Judea 8and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and 

from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all that he was doing, 

they came to him. 9And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because 

of the crowd, lest they crush him, 10for he had healed many, so that all who had 

diseases pressed around him to touch him. 11And whenever the unclean spirits saw 

him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 12And he 

strictly ordered them not to make him known. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683 Text: Public domain 
Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962 Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 

SERMON 
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 CREED Apostles’ Creed     LSB p 159 
C I Believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

P Lord God, You are our sword and shield against the attacks of Satan. As we journey 

through this Lenten season, protect us from the assaults of the devil, remind us of 

our Baptism, and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

P Lord God, every good and perfect gift comes from You. Thank You for the many 

blessings You have poured into our lives. Help us to accept what You give and ask 

for what we need. Protect us from a life of perpetual dissatisfaction and lead us 

toward a life of gratitude. For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

P Lord God, You sent Jesus into our world to bear our temptations and share in our 

sorrows. Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. 

Point them to the hope of resurrection and eternal life with You. For a mighty fortress 

is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

P Lord God, we pray for all those who are not yet baptized into Christ, that the Spirit 

would lead them toward the promises of Baptism and the family of the church. For 

a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

P Lord God, we pray for our nation and its leaders. For President Biden and Vice 

President Harris and their staffs, for Congress and all lawmakers, for the Supreme 

Court and all judges. We pray that You, Lord, would make Your ways and paths 

known to them, that You would lead them in the truth and teach them. For a mighty 

fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
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P Lord God, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially 

. . . ]. Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to Your will. For 

a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

P Lord God, we commend all of these people and situations into Your hands, for You 

have promised to hear our prayers, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OFFERING Offering Plates are Passed by Ushers 

Please enter your attendance in the red Record of Fellowship 

OFFERTORY 956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Psalm 51:10–12 Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ SACRAMENT + 
 PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for 

many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the 

paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9     LSB p 161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13     LSB p 162 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

WE SHARE THE PEACE 

 AGNUS DEI John 1:29      LSB p 163 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 424 O Christ, You Walked the Road 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 Tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 Text and tune: Public domain 
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 NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32      LSB p.211 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BIRTHDAYS 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26     LSB p 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  



19 

DISMISSAL HYMN 617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 Tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! Amen! 
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