NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST OCTOBER 8, 2023

WELCOME

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray that

you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes to us

through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, please sign your

name, address and most importantly your phone number in our Guest

Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we can

be of assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. We invite
you to join us for refreshments after the service in the room adjoining the worship facility.

AS WE GATHER

Today will be about how we respond to Christ for the maintenance of His Church in our
community, but, more importantly, as it is every Sunday, every morning, every evening,
every moment of the blessed life we have been given, it is about His stewardship. How
He has given us that which we need. How He calms the storms around us and in us.
How He cares for every need, even the needs we are unaware of. How He has taken
our lives plagued by sin and death and turned them into lives of eternal promise.

This year | ask you consider how He cares for you; how He is committed to you; and let
yourself take rest in Him and know that all is well, all is taken care of: He has us.

COMMUNION PRACTICE

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body
and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with
Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth His death until He comes. Because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation
and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an
elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34.

CAUTION

Itis prudent and wise to let our church family know you have broken people sitting around
you; this is a place for the broken as Jesus describes in the gospels. We have/may have
folks in the congregation that have been alcoholics, drug abusers, spousal abusers,
formerly violent and even sexual offenders. This is a house for the broken. We certainly
understand that this is a Lamb of God Lutheran Church Ministry and have taken diligent
steps to create a safe environment for all who would like to worship our Father.



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

] 4 |
“Let the Little children cote To re...”

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth
time with us. If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at
Lamb of God who will lend you a hand.

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier:

Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don't feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God.

Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor,
note the colors, embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great
stained-glass windows. What Jesus does here promises to engage them.

Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in
on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! | believe! Our Father! All of
this belongs to them, too.

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead.

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so — but please hurry
back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and
books in the nursery, and activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall
which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage your child)

Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they
respond to the Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home
in this house of worship.

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing
in Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Luke 18:16)

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to
welcome, smile, encourage, help, and bless you all.



+ PREPARATION +

HYMN OF INVOCATION

782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings
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Through the shar-ing of Your bless-ings May bring glo-ry to Your name.

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati

O INVOCATION

P
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
Restore us, O God of hosts;

Then we shall not turn back from You;

RE @

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
Tune: Public domain

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 80:7, 18

let Your face shine, that we may be saved!

give us life, and we will call upon Your name!



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P} Holy and gracious God,

| confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin | know—the
thoughts and words and deeds of which | am ashamed—but some is known
only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore
me that | may rest in peace.

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P} May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

INTROIT Psalm 118:22—24; antiphon: v. 1

P} Oh give thanks to the LoRD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.

This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
KYRIE Mark 10:47
P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154
Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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Gtoria in Excelsis



O CREED Nicene Creed LSB p.158

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 7 of the world to come.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P)

(P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray: Merciful Father, in Your abundant love You redeemed us from our sin
and restored us as Your own children in Christ. As You have crowned us with love
and mercy, keep us in this grace and favor that we may strive to complete the race
and receive from Your hand the crown of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.




+ WORD +

O OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 17:8-16

The Old Testament Reading is from 1 Kings, chapter 17.

8Then the word of the LorD came to [Elijah], ®Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs
to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, | have commanded a widow there to feed you.”
10S0 he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city,
behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring
me a little water in a vessel, that | may drink.” *And as she was going to bring it, he
called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” *?And she said,
“As the LoRD your God lives, | have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar
and a little oil in a jug. And now | am gathering a couple of sticks that | may go in
and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” **And Elijah said
to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it
and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. *For
thus says the LoRD the God of Israel, “The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug
of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the earth.”
15And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for
many days. *The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty,
according to the word of the LoRD that he spoke by Elijah.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 80:7—19; antiphon: v. 7
'Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 8You

brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. °You cleared
the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land. *°The mountains were covered
with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches. It sent out its branches to the
sea and its shoots to the River. ¥?Why then have you broken down its walls, so that
all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? **The boar from the forest ravages it, and
all that move in the field feed on it. ¥*Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from
heaven, and see; have regard for this vine, *°the stock that your right hand planted,
and for the son whom you made strong for yourself. 1**They have burned it with fire;
they have cut it down; may they perish at the rebuke of your face! ’But let your
hand be on the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you have made strong
for yourself! 8Then we shall not turn back from you; give us life, and we will call
upon your name! **Restore us, O LorRD God of hosts! Let your face shine, that we
may be saved!



EPISTLE Hebrews 9:14-28

The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 9.

¥how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the
living God.

BTherefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. **For where a will
is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. ’For a will takes
effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive.
18Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. *°For when
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he
took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, ?°saying, “This is the blood of the
covenant that God commanded for you.” 2!And in the same way he sprinkled with
the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. ?2Indeed, under the law
almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is
no forgiveness of sins.

ZThus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with
these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.
24For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of
the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf. 2°Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy
places every year with blood not his own, ?%for then he would have had to suffer
repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for
all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 2’And just as it
is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, ?so Christ, having
been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal
with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




OnALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 12:38-44

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

%®In his teaching [Jesus] said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in
long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces 3°and have the best seats in the
synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, “°“who devour widows’ houses and
for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

“1And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into
the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. “?And a poor widow came and
put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. “*And he called his disciples to
him and said to them, “Truly, | say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all
those who are contributing to the offering box. *For they all contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to
live on.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

her poverty has
put in everything
she had.”

MARK 12:44
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P)
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Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

For the Church, the vineyard of the Lord’s planting, that He nurture His Church with
the Means of Grace and that we bring forth fruits in keeping with the kingdom of
God, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For each of us in Christ, that we strive for the prize, forgetting what lies behind and
pressing toward the goal of our eternal salvation and everlasting life with God, let
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the nations, that those who lead us heed the Word of God and preserve us from
all threats to our faith and promote virtue and goodness in all we say and do, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation, that we not take for granted all that the Lord has given us,
and work to bear the good fruit of His kingdom in our lives together and individually,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who will hear the Word of God that the Spirit prepare their hearts to
receive Him and by that same Spirit confess His holy hame, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and all who suffer in body, mind, or soul, [especially . . .], that the Lord
grant them patience in their affliction, comfort in their pain, and grace to sustain
them now and to everlasting life in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who approach this altar today, that they be prepared through repentance and
faith to receive this Sacrament for their good and that what they receive may bear
good fruit in their lives, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Almighty and everlasting God, ever more ready to hear than we are to pray, grant
to us all good things needful to us and keep from us all things harmful, that we may
not enter into judgment. Keep us from pleading only our righteousness, and cover
us with grace that we may wear the righteousness of Christ by faith and so labor
within Your vineyard and receive the crown of everlasting life in Christ; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY

788 Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness
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2 Teach wus to thank You, Lord, for love and grace,
3 For - give us, Lord, for self - ish thanks and  praise,
4 Teach us, O Lord, true thank - ful - ness di - vine,
5 For - give us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast,
6 O - pen our eyes to see Your love’s in - tent,
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For life and vi - sion, for a pur - pose clear,
For words that speak at var - 1 - ance with deeds;
) That gives as Christ gave, nev - er count - ing  coOst,
For joy in things  that mean - while starve the  soul,
To know with minds and hearts its depth and height;
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For songs of praise for food and har - vest  press,
For Christ Your Son, and for  each hu - man face
For - give our thanks for walk - ing pleas - ant ways
That knows no bar - nn - er of “yours” and “mine,’
For walls and wars that hide Your mer - cies vast
May thank - ful - ness be days in ser - vice spent,
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While of  Your rich - er gifts we’re un - a - ware:
That shows Your mes - sage ev - er new and near.
Un - mind - ful of a bro - ken broth - er’s needs:
As - sured that on - ly what’s  with - held 18 lost.
And blur our vi - sion of the King - dom  goal:
Re - flec - tion of Christ’s life and love and  light.
Text: William Watkins Reid, Sr., 1890-1983, alt. Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
Tune: Alfred M. Smith, 1879-1971 Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
SERMON “Giving it Your All”

Rev. Jeremy Davis, St. John Lutheran Church
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+ SACRAMENT +

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P)

It is good and right, our duty and our delight, to offer You praise and thanksgiving at
all times and in all places, O holy Lord, almighty Father, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who redeemed us by His blood, restored us to You as Your own sons and
daughters, and is now working in us to finish what You have begun, that we might
receive the prize of everlasting salvation, through the merits and mercy of Christ our
Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels, with patriarchs and prophets, with
apostles and evangelists, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name and join their unending hymn, evermore praising You and
saying:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  LSB p.161
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P)

Holy and mighty Lord, we give You thanks for having made all things and for Your
patient mercy in dealing with us sinners who deserved nothing of Your kindness.
Grant us grace in Christ that all our sins be forgiven and that we be covered with
the righteousness of Christ and may worthily approach the Table of our Lord today
and in eternity be welcomed into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom
without end.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I~ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My -k blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

(P)

(P)

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Guard us as Your own possession and preserve us as the people whom You have
redeemed and set apart to be Your own. Having in remembrance all that our Savior
has accomplished by His obedient life, His suffering upon the cross, His life-giving
death, His triumphant resurrection, and His glorious ascension to Your right hand,
we stand before You this day, covered in His own righteousness and marked by
Your own baptismal grace, praying You to finish what You have begun in us and to
bring us at last to the eternal place prepared for us in Christ, our Lord, in whose
name we are bold to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13  LSB p.162

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

(P)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O AGNUS DEI John 1:29  LSB p.163
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 783 Take My Life and Let It Be
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1 Take my life and let it be Con-se-crat - ed, Lord, to Thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move At the im-pulse of Thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing Al-ways,on - ly for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, Not a mite would I with - hold;
5 Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no long - er mine;
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its trea-sure store;
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow in cease-less praise.
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for Thee.
Take my lips and let them be Filled with mes - sag - es from Thee.
Take my in - tel - lect and use Ev - ’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
Take myheart, it is Thineown, It shall be  Thy roy - al throne.
Take my-self, and I will be Ev - er, on - ly, all for Thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79 Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870 Text and tune: Public domain
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 789 Praise and Thanksgiving
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, Fa - ther, we of - fer For all things
2 Bless, Lord, the la - bor We bring to serve You That with our
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or - chard, Hay from the mown fields, Blos-som and wood.
with  You, Har - vest-ing, mill - ing For dai - ly bread.
joic - ing With us, all oth - ers May know Your care.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-84 Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent. Tune: Public domain
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O NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-32  LSB p.211
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sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

OFFERINGS & PLEDGES

At this time we ask you to prayerfully consider your support for next year, bring up your
offering and pledge, then dismiss yourself to the Consecration Meal in the Fellowship
Hall.

If you are a guest, you are invited to the meal, but please do not feel obligated to make
a pledge or offering.
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