FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER APRIL 30, 2023
THE DOOR AND THE SHEPHERD

WELCOME

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray that

you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes to us

through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, please sign

your name, address and most importantly your phone number in our

Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we can be of
assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. We invite you to
join us for refreshments after the service in the room adjoining the worship facility.

AS WE GATHER

Today we hear about Jesus as both our Shepherd and the door for us, the sheep. Jesus
Is the Good Shepherd, who leads us to green pastures and still waters. And Jesus is the
door, the gate by which we enter eternal life. As we follow Jesus, we know that He is
always leading us toward righteousness—toward an eternity dwelling in the house of the
Lord.

COMMUNION PRACTICE

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body
and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with
Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth His death until He comes. Because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation
and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an
elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34.

CAUTION

Itis prudent and wise to let our church family know you have broken people sitting around
you; this is a place for the broken as Jesus describes in the gospels. We have/may have
folks in the congregation that have been alcoholics, drug abusers, spousal abusers,
formerly violent and even sexual offenders. This is a house for the broken. We certainly
understand that this is a Lamb of God Lutheran Church Ministry and have taken diligent
steps to create a safe environment for all who would like to worship our Father.



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

] 4 |
“Let the Little children cote To re...”

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth
time with us. If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at
Lamb of God who will lend you a hand.

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier:

Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God.

Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor,
note the colors, embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great
stained-glass windows. What Jesus does here promises to engage them.

Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in
on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! | believe! Our Father! All of
this belongs to them, too.

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead.

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so — but please hurry
back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and
books in the nursery, and activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall
which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage your child)

Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they
respond to the Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home
in this house of worship.

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing
in Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Luke 18:16)

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to
welcome, smile, encourage, help, and bless you all.



+ PREPARATION +

HYMN OF INVOCATION

711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are Yours; in love Dbe - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  vor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian of our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de -
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.

Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless-ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear wus chil - dren when we pray.
bless-ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to You.
bless-ed Je - sus, You have loved us, love us  still.

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68

Text and tune: Public domain
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O INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluial

The Lord is our Good Shepherd;
He leads us and restores our souls.

He walks beside us through the darkness
and never abandons us, even in death.

He goes before us and prepares a table for us,
and we will dwell in His house forever.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

®

Though our Lord goes before us, beside us, and behind us, we still find a way to run
away from His good pasture. We devote ourselves to all sorts of destruction. Still,
our Good Shepherd seeks us out and brings us back to safety. He invites us to
confess our sins before His heavenly Father.

Silence for reflection.

Heavenly Father,

we have strayed from You. We have wounded You with our sin. We have
wounded others with our sin. We have wounded ourselves with our sin.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us back to Your good pasture, on account of
Jesus, our Good Shepherd. Amen.

Though we have strayed, Jesus always keeps searching for us. Though we have
been lost in our priorities, Jesus is always and ever devoted to us. We see this most
clearly as almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die and rise for you, and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. We are forgiven. Our souls are restored in Christ.



+ WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 95:1-3, 6-7a; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b

| am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, and | lay down my
life for the sheep. Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the
rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make
a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! For the LORD is a great God, and a great
King above all gods. Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the
LORD, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the
sheep of his hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

| am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, and | lay down my
life for the sheep.

HYMN 864 Shepherd of Tender Youth
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4 O ev - er be our guide, Our shep - herd,
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And here our chil - dren bring To join  Your praise.
Lead wus where You have trod; Make our faith strong.
SALUTATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the
Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of
our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

O FIRST READING Acts 2:42—47

A reading from Acts, chapter 2.

“2They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers. “*And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and
signs were being done through the apostles. “*And all who believed were together
and had all things in common. “°And they were selling their possessions and
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. “And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their
food with glad and generous hearts, 4’praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being
saved.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 1

The LorD is my shepherd; | shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3He restores my soul. He leads me
in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. “Even though | walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your
rod and your staff, they comfort me. °You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
%Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

ismy D8 AT g Ji 1T 1 Ui,
Psalm 23: 1



EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:19-25
The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 2.

9This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while
suffering unjustly. 2°For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing
in the sight of God. ?!For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered
for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. ??He
committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 2When he was reviled, he
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 2*He himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed. 2°For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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LELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL John 10:1-10

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the
door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The
sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
“When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow
him, for they know his voice. °A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from
him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech Jesus used
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

’So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep.
8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to
them. °I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out
and find pasture. °The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that
they may have life and have it abundantly.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



O HYMN OF THE DAY 666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe
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1 O Nt - tle flock, fear not the foe Who mad - ly
2 Be of good cheer; your cause be - longs To Him who
3 As true as God’s own Word 1s true, Not earth nor
4 A-men, Lord Je - sus, grant our prayer; Great Cap - tain,
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seeks  your o - ver-throw; Dread not his rage and pow’r.
can a - venge your wrongs; Leave it to Him, our Lord.
hell’s sa - tan - iIc crew A - gainst us shall pre- vail
now Thine arm make bare, Fight for us once a - gain!
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And though your cour -  age some-times faints, His seem -ing
Though hid - den yet from mor - tal eyes, His Gid - eon
Their might? A joke, a mere fa - cade! God is with
So shall Thy saints and mar - tyrs raise A might-y
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tri - umph o’er God’s saints Lasts but a lit - tle hour.
shall for you a - rise, Up - hold you and His Word.
us and we with God— Our vic - try can-not fail.
cho - rus to Thy praise For - ev - er-more. A - men.
Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: German, 1534, Niirnberg Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON



O CREED Nicene Creed LSB p.158

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ¥ of the world to come.
Amen

O PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Incorporating LSB 709:6
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Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs. Good Shepherd, may we sing Thy praise
within Thy house forever.

Lord Jesus Christ, we have filled our lives with so much busyness and chaos. Help
us to remove those things from our lives which are not beneficial, so that we may
lead lives that are devoted to Your Word and Sacraments, to prayer and fellowship.
Good Shepherd, may we sing Thy praise

within Thy house forever.

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for all pastors, missionaries, musicians, educators, and
all who serve within Your one holy Christian and apostolic Church. Embolden them
to teach Your Word that restores the souls of Your people. We especially pray for
Faith Lutheran Church, Juneau, Alaska, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Deming, New
Mexico, Alaska Mission for Christ, Jews for Jesus, and Concordia University, Texas.
Good Shepherd, may we sing Thy praise

within Thy house forever.
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Lord Jesus Christ, You have borne our griefs and shared in our sorrows. Bring Your
comfort to all those who are suffering in grief. Point them to the hope of the
resurrection to eternal life with Jesus, where You will prepare a table before us, and
we shall dwell in Your house forever. Good Shepherd, may we sing Thy praise
within Thy house forever.

Lord Jesus Christ, we ask Your blessing upon all who labor in the agriculture
industry, for farmers, ranchers, shepherds, and all who tend animals and grow food.
Give them seasonable weather and joy in their labors. Good Shepherd, may we sing
Thy praise

within Thy house forever.

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray that You would open a door for Your Word that we might
proclaim Your excellencies to those who have not yet believed in Your name, that
they might be sheep of Your pasture and sing Your praises with us. Good Shepherd,
may we sing Thy praise

within Thy house forever.

Lord Jesus Christ, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering,
[especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them, and restore them to health according to
Your wisdom. Good Shepherd, may we sing Thy praise

within Thy house forever.

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend all of these people and situations into Your hands,
for You have promised to hear our prayers and tend us as our Good Shepherd.
Good Shepherd, may we sing Thy praise

within Thy house forever. Amen.
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OFFERING Offering Plates passed by Ushers
Please enter your attendance in the red Record of Fellowship

OFFERTORY 894 For the Fruits of His Creation
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1 For the fruits of  His cre - a - tion, Thanks be to God.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, Thanks be to God.
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For His gifts to ev - ry na-tion, Thanks be to God. For the
For the good we all in - her - it, Thanks be to God. For the
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won - ders that as-tound us, For the truths that still con-found us,
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Fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, Thanks  be to  God.
Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks  be to  God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. Tune: Public domain
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+ SACRAMENT +

O PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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PROPER PREFACE

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  LSB p.161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you, this cup is the new testament in
My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 LSB p.162

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
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will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

WE SHARE THE PEACE

O AGNUS DEl John 1:29  LSB p.163
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
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You sat-is-fy the hun-gry heart With  gift of fin-est wheat.
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1 As when the shep - herd calls his sheep, They know and
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to You Our praise and
3 1Is not the cup we bless and share The  blood of
4 The mys-try of Your pres-ence, Lord, No mor - tal
5 You give Your - self to  us, O Lord; Then self - less
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heed  his voice; So when You call Your
grat - 1 - tude That You should count us
Christ out - poured? Do not one  cup, one
tongue can tell: Whom all the world can -
let us be, To serve each oth - er
Refrain
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fam - ’ly, Lord, We fol - low and re - joice.
wor - thy, Lord, To share this heav’'n-1ly  food.
loaf, de - clare Our one -  ness in the Lord?
not con - tain Comes in our hearts to  dwell.
in  Your name In truth and char - 1 - ty.

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97 Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-96 Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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1 The King of love my shep - herd 1is,  Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale 1 fear no 11l With Thee, dear
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Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and staff my
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I am His And He 1s mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed -  eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth!
6 And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever!
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd, Tl not want; He  makes me
2 My soul He doth re - store a - gain And me to
3 Yea, though I walk 1n death’s dark wvale, Yet will I
4 My ta - ble Thou hast fur - nish - ed In pres - ence
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life Shall sure - ly
f) 4
e
\NIV & = =
[y,
down to lie In pas - tures  green; He
walk doth  make With - in the paths of
fear no l; For Thou art with me,
of my foes; My  head Thou dost with
fol - low me; And n God’s  house for -
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lead - eth me The qui - et wa - ters by.
righ - teous - ness, E’en for His own name’s sake.
and Thy  rod And staff me com - fort @ still.
oil a - noint, And my cup o - ver - flows.
ev - er - more My  dwell - ing place shall be.
® THANK THE LORD [Psalm 105:1-3, 42—43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8-10]
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

O ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BIRTHDAYS

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor
and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
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DISMISSAL HYMN

643 Sent Forth by God'’s Blessing
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, Our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and thanks - giv-ing To God ev - er - liv-ing,
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The peo - ple of God from His dwell -ing take Ileave.
The tasks of our ev - 'ry - day life we will face.
f) 4 .
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The Sup - per is end - ed. O now be ex - tend -ed
Our faith ev - er shar - ing, In love ev - er car - ing,
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The fruits  of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
Em - brac - ing His chil - dren of each tribe and race.
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The seed of His teach-ing, Re - cep-tive souls reach -ing,
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
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Shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
A U - nite us as one in this life that we share.
H ]
s A ia— j ! ! | i :
O——=— e —
His grace did in - wvite us, His love shall u - nite us
Then may all the liv - ing  With praise and thanks - giv - ing
f) u —
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To work for God’s  king - dom and an - swer His call.
Give hon - or to Christ and His name that we  bear.
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97, alt. Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
Tune: Welsh Tune: Public domain
DISMISSAL

Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Amen!
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