
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER APRIL 16, 2023 

THE SURE AND LIVING HOPE 

WELCOME 
Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray 

that you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes 

to us through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, please 

sign your name, address and most importantly your phone 

number in our Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship 

with us again. If we can be of assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please 

let us know. We invite you to join us for refreshments after the service in the room 

adjoining the worship facility. 

AS WE GATHER 
We gather today still in the glow of the most joyous and amazing celebration of Easter, 

the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, from the dead. The sights and 

sounds of that celebration linger in our memory, not as just a past event finished and 

forgotten, but as Peter calls it today, “a living hope,” as enduring and strong as the 

certainty of our living Lord and the promised future of our own resurrection. We return to 

continue the Easter celebration because in the afterglow of the days since Easter 

Sunday, many still do not know that hope. Like the absent apostle Thomas, we still face 

what seems to be a hopeless world. Today we remember that our only hope is built on 

a divine Savior whose crucifixion wounds were endured for us and for all. Indeed, we 

are to learn that every Sunday throughout the entire year is an Easter celebration as our 

living Lord draws us into His holy, life-giving wounds through His very same body and 

blood given us in Holy Communion. Thomas saw and believed. Peter rejoiced. Though 

we do not now see Him, “you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 

filled with glory” (1 Peter 1:8), the only sure and living hope. 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 
Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with 

Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 

of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth His death until He comes.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an 

elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth 
time with us. If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at 

Lamb of God who will lend you a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, 
note the colors, embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great 

stained-glass windows. What Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in 
on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of 

this belongs to them, too. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry 
back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and 

books in the nursery, and activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall 
which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage your child) 

Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they 
respond to the Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing 
in Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to 
welcome, smile, encourage, help, and bless you all. 
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+ PREPARATION + 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 482 This Joyful Eastertide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934 Tune: Davids Psalmen, 1684, Amsterdam Text and tune: Public domain 

 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES 1 Corinthians 15:54b–57 
L “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory?” 

C “O death, where is your sting?” 

L The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

C But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8–9 
L That victory remains ours by a God-given faith and hope. That hope is kept alive as 

we daily repent of our sins and remain in the promises of God. For, if we say we 

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are afraid of losing hope. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, risen from the dead for the life of the 

world, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

L Upon this, your confession, I by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ WORD + 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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THIS IS THE FEAST (Revelation 5:12 – 13; 19:5 – 9)     LSB 155 
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SALUTATION 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray: Merciful God and Father, the hope of all who put their trust in You, by 

Your Word and Sacrament this day grant us steadfast faith in our risen Lord, Jesus 

Christ, a cheerful hope in Your continued mercy, and a sincere love for You and our 

neighbor; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 FIRST READING Acts 5:29–42 

L A reading from Acts, the fifth chapter. 
29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The 

God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God 

exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 

forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, 

whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee 

in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, 

stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35And he said to 

them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36For 

before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of 

men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were 

dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days 

of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and 

all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep away 

from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it 

will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even 

be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the 

apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and 

let them go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 

counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And every day, in the temple and 

from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 148; antiphon: v. 13 
L Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; His majesty is 

above earth and heaven. 

C Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise Him in the heights! 

L Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts! 

C Praise Him, sun and moon, praise Him, all you shining stars! 

L Praise Him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

C Let them praise the name of the LORD! For He commanded and they were 

created. 

L And He established them forever and ever; He gave a decree, and it shall not pass 

away. 

C Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 

L fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling His word! 

C Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

L Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! 

C Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

L Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 

C Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; His 

majesty is above earth and heaven. 

L He has raised up a horn for His people, praise for all His saints, for the people of 

Israel who are near to Him. Praise the LORD! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; His majesty is 

above earth and heaven. 
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EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3–9 
L The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 1. 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though 

now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that 

the tested genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold that perishes though 

it is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though 

you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible 

and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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 ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19–31 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 

to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 

forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the 

mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 

hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 

believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have believed.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY 575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 
C I Believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 
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 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
L Let us pray: O God, in the glorious joy of our continuing celebration of the 

resurrection of Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ from the dead, we give You thanks 

and sing Your praise. By His death, He destroyed death and by His rising now gives 

to all who believe the gift of eternal life in the forgiveness of our sins. Help us to walk 

with the certainty of a living hope of the eternal life of the world to come. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Give boldness to Your whole Church throughout the world that Your servants, 

especially Your pastors and teachers, proclaim the resurrection of Christ to all 

people as the objects of Your love. Especially we pray for Faith Lutheran Church, 

Juneau, Alaska, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Deming, New Mexico, and Alaska 

Mission for Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Lord God, save and defend our country. Give wisdom and compassion to all in 

authority that they may serve all people with justice and provide for the maintenance 

of peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Lovingly embrace all who gather to celebrate the remembrance of the most glorious 

death and resurrection of Your Son. Increase faith and hope in the hearts and minds 

of all who call upon You, especially all who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, 

or any adversity. By Your healing grace, defend us from every evil to body and soul. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L We commend to Your mercy, O Lord, all Your servants who have departed with the 

sign of faith and now rest in the sleep of peace. Grant to them Your mercy and 

everlasting peace; and on the day of the resurrection of all flesh, grant that we and 

all Your servants of the mystical Body of Your Son, may altogether be set on His 

right hand and hear His most joyful voice saying, “Come, you blessed of My Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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OFFERING Offering Plates passed by Ushers 

Please enter your attendance in the red Record of Fellowship 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19   LSB p 159 
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+ SACRAMENT + 

 PREFACE 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. We praise You for the 

glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, and for the faith and hope that draws 

us and all people to Him by which we receive Your gift of eternal life. Therefore with 

Mary Magdalene, Peter and Thomas, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9     LSB p.161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
L Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

By His rich wounds, yet visible above, those dear tokens of His passion, grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood, that we may believe and live in the 

hope of His life living in us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
L As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

L O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13     LSB p.162 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

WE SHARE THE PEACE 

 AGNUS DEI John 1:29      LSB p.163 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 737 Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing 

 

 

 

5 He only will with patience chide, His rod falls gently down; 

And all your sins He casts aside In ocean depths to drown. 

6 His wisdom never plans in vain Nor falters nor mistakes. 

All that His counsels may ordain A blessèd ending makes. 

7 Upon your lips, then, lay your hand, And trust His guiding love; 

Then like a rock your peace shall stand Here and in heav’n above. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt. Tune: Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

 

 

 

 

Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 553 O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire 

 

 

 

5 Christ Jesus, be our present joy, Our future great reward; 

Our only glory, may it be To glory in the Lord! 

6 All praise to You, ascended Lord; All glory ever be 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost Through all eternity! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th  cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, adapt. Tune: Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt Text and tune: Public domain 
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 THANK THE LORD [Psalm 105:1 – 3, 42 – 43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8 – 10]     LSB p.164 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
L Let us pray: Almighty, everlasting God, Your Son has assured forgiveness of sins 

and deliverance from eternal death. Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that our faith 

in Christ may increase daily and that we may hold fast to the hope that on the Last 

Day we shall be raised in glory to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BIRTHDAYS 

BENEDICTION 
L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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DISMISSAL HYMN 818 In Thee Is Gladness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 Text and tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Amen! 
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