
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 26, 2023 

WE DON’T DESERVE IT 

WELCOME 

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray 

that you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes 

to us through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, 

please sign your name, address and most importantly your phone number in our Guest 

Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we can be of assistance to 

you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. We invite you to join us for 

refreshments after the service in the room adjoining the worship facility. 

AS WE GATHER 

It is a long-standing tradition in the world of the theatre that when players in a drama or 

musical are replaced for a given performance, the name of the substitute is inserted into 

the program or playbill. It is appropriate that the hard work of the understudy be noted 

by those attending the event. In the weeks of Lent, we focus on the truth that Jesus 

Christ was and is our substitute, fulfilling the Law of God for us and ultimately paying the 

price of our sin. He is much more than any kind of understudy! He is our Lord, who 

willingly takes our place and endures our punishment. In gratitude, we are drawn to the 

cross! 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with 

Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 

of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth His death until He comes.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an 

elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth 
time with us. If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at 

Lamb of God who will lend you a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, 
note the colors, embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great 

stained-glass windows. What Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in 
on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of 

this belongs to them, too. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry 
back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and 

books in the nursery, and activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall 
which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage your child) 

Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they 
respond to the Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing 
in Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to 
welcome, smile, encourage, help, and bless you all. 
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+ PREPARATION + 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 

 

 

 

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 
Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh Tune: Public domain 

 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 36:5, 7–9 
L Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 

C Your faithfulness to the clouds. 

L How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! 

C The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of Your wings. 

L They feast on the abundance of Your house, 

C and You give them drink from the river of Your delights. 

L For with You is the fountain of life; 

C in Your light do we see light. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
L Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

L Humble yourselves before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His 

forgiveness. 

C Almighty God, merciful Father, we acknowledge our sinful nature and repent 

of our sins—those of which we are not aware and those we know full well. We 

do not love You and other people as we ought. We are often careless with 

Your creation and heedless in choosing the proper priorities of our lives. Yet 

it is our intent to say and do that which honors You. For the sake of Jesus 

grant us Your forgiveness so that, as Your redeemed people, we may be fit 

places for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and may serve You in time and in 

eternity. 

L God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. In the stead and by the command 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 

completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go 

in T peace. 

C Amen. 
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+ INSTALLATION OF THE ALTAR GUILD 

 INTRODUCTION 
P Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, you are to serve our Lord as Altar Guild Member. 

Hear what Holy Scripture has to say about those who serve in the Church: 

3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, 

each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one 

body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 

function, 5so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

members one of another. 6Having gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, 

in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, 

in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, 

with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 Romans 12:3-8 

INSTALLATION 
P In the presence of God and of this assembly, I install you Altar Guild Members in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

COLLECT 
P Let us pray: God of all grace and mercy, bless those who serve as Altar Guild 

Members that they may be faithful in serving at Your altar. Grant that through their 

service Your Church may be built up in faith to the honor of Your most holy name; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BLESSING 
P Go in the name of the Lord. Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work 

of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. The almighty and most 

merciful God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
KYRIE Mark 10:47 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray: O Holy Spirit, You are a gift and a blessing. You call us from death and 

despair to faith and faithfulness and assure of resurrection and life in Christ, who 

has brought about our atonement. Enlighten our hearts that we may rejoice in the 

power and blessing of Your presence in and among us. This we ask through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Father are one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 37:1–14 
L The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 37. 

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD 

and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me 

around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, 

and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones 

live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy 

over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus 

says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 

shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 

and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall 

know that I am the LORD.” 
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7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, 

and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, 

and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 

had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy 

to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 
10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 

lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut 

off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will 

open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you 

into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 

graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within 

you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know 

that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE Romans 8:1–11 
L The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For 

the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 

death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 

the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on 

the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind 

that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 

it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But 

if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 

of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 

he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 

through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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 ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LENT) Ephesians 6:11; Hebrews 12:2   LSB p. 157 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 11:1–45 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with 

her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, 

he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not 

lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified 

through it.” 
5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard that 

Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7Then after 

this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there 

again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks 

in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10But if 

anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11After 

saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go 

to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 

recover.” 13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant 

taking rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for 

your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 

him.” 16So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 

we may die with him.” 
17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20So when 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained 
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seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God 

will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to 

him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said 

to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, 

yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do 

you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, 

“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose 

quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still 

in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, 

supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came 

to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, 

and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his 

spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 

him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved 

him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

also have kept this man from dying?” 
38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 

days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the 

glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 

“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but 

I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you 

sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 

come out.” 44The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 

strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 

him go.” 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, 

believed in him. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY 752 Be Still, My Soul 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel, 1697–1752; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. Tune: Jean Sibelius, 1865–1957, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON 
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 CREED Nicene Creed     LSB p.158 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all people according 

to their needs. 

We pray for all Christians around the world that, as people united in faith, we may 

witness to the Good News that is ours in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. We beseech 

You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake. 

L We pray for all nations of the earth, that in all places on earth there may be times of 

peace. We pray for people in lands where there has been upset and strife. And we 

pray for our own nation that it may know safety and the people may be joyful in their 

daily lives. We beseech You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake. 

L We pray for all those whose labor serves us, especially those in the military, our 

police personnel, medical workers, and all those whose efforts support the common 

good. We beseech You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake. 

L We pray for the special concerns on our hearts today, including health and family 

needs, bringing to You our joys, our sorrows, and our hopes, [including . . .]. We 

beseech You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake. 

L In this time of prayer, we remember all those who have completed their earthly 

journeys in faith and now rest from their labors. Lord, inspire us by the witness of 

the faithful from all generations that we may complete our earthly journeys with 

confidence in Your gracious promises as they did in their lifetimes. We beseech 

You, O Lord, 

C hear us for Your mercy’s sake. 

L Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

OFFERING Offering Plates passed by Ushers 

Please enter your attendance in the red Record of Fellowship 



13 

OFFERTORY 434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ SACRAMENT + 
 PREFACE 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And now we bless You 

that in Jesus Christ, our perfect Substitute, You have shown us Your plan for us to 

live forever. As Jesus proclaims, “I am the resurrection and the life,” we find in Him 

the fullness of Your forgiving and limitless love. By the working of the Holy Spirit, 

grant us grace to grow in faith, remaining steadfast in hope as we await the joys of 

heaven where we will join in the eternal chorus of angels and archangels giving You 

unending praise. 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9     LSB p.161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
L Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for all You have done for 

Your people in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We thank You for the ministry of our Lord 

Jesus, who brought healing and hope to those whose lives He touched. We rejoice 

that by His sacrificial death as our substitute and His glorious resurrection we know 

Him to be the source of everlasting life. Grant that all who partake of Christ’s holy 

body and blood this day be filled with Your heavenly peace and joy. By Your Spirit’s 

power and presence, grant that we gratefully share the fellowship of Your Table, 

which extends into heaven with all Your saints in glory. This we ask through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
L As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

L O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13     LSB p.162 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

WE SHARE THE PEACE 

 AGNUS DEI John 1:29      LSB p.163 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 

 

 

 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683 Text: Public domain 
Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962 Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 
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 NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32      LSB p.211 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
L Let us pray: Heavenly Father, we thank You for the life and knowledge You have 

revealed to us through Jesus, Your Son. To You be glory forever. By this Sacrament, 

strengthen and preserve us. Guide, guard, and rule our hearts and minds by Your 

Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled constantly to serve You here on earth, looking 

to the final day of resurrection and that time after the end of time when we feast with 

Christ the Lamb of sacrifice in His kingdom. This we ask through Your beloved Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  



20 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BIRTHDAYS 

BENEDICTION 
L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

HYMN 576 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 Text and tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
L Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! Amen! 
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