
Fourth Sunday of Lent March 19, 2023 

DISCOVERING WHAT IS GOOD AND 
RIGHT AND TRUE 

WELCOME 

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray 

that you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes 

to us through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, 

please sign your name, address and most importantly your phone number in our Guest 

Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we can be of assistance to 

you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. We invite you to join us for 

refreshments after the service in the room adjoining the worship facility. 

AS WE GATHER 

Some of the central people in the Gospel narratives we get to know by name; others we 

do not. Although the man born blind is a major person in John 9, we never learn what 

his name might be. We meet his parents and his neighbors, and we meet the Pharisees 

to whom he tells the story of the miraculous restoration of his sight. Although we do not 

learn his name, Jesus said of the man born blind that the works of God were displayed 

in him. As the One brightening our lives with the light of salvation, Jesus brings a new 

vision to our lives – an eternal vision of life with God that never ends. God knows our 

names. He directs the cross currents of our daily lives. In His light we see light – and that 

is what matters! 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with 

Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 

of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth His death until He comes.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an 

elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth 
time with us. If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at 

Lamb of God who will lend you a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, 
note the colors, embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great 

stained-glass windows. What Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in 
on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of 

this belongs to them, too. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry 
back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and 

books in the nursery, and activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall 
which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage your child) 

Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they 
respond to the Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing 
in Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to 
welcome, smile, encourage, help, and bless you all. 
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+ PREPARATION + 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 

 

 

 

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 
Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh Tune: Public domain 

 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 119:33–35, 40–41 
L Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes; and I will keep it to the end. 

C Give me understanding, that I may keep Your law and observe it with my whole 

heart. 

L Lead me in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it. 

C Behold, I long for Your precepts; in Your righteousness give me life! 

Let Your steadfast love come to me, O LORD, Your salvation according to Your 

promise. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
L Let us make confession of our sins to God, our gracious, heavenly Father. 

C Eternal God, we confess that we all have sinned and need forgiveness. By 

nature, we are sinful from the very beginnings of our lives. Through our 

thoughts, words, and deeds, we continually sin against You. We have lived 

for ourselves in many ways, breaking Your commands that direct us not to 

lie, steal, or transgress Your holy will. We have walked in the darkness of bad 

choices and have left unfulfilled opportunities to do good and be blessings to 

others. O God, in Your mercy forgive our sin and free us from selfishness and 

indifference, that we may joyfully follow Your will and gladly obey Your 

commandments.  

L God promises to hear those who turn to Him with repentant hearts. Upon this your 

confession, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now 

may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, 

soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who 

calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 27:4–6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15 
C My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He will pluck my feet out of the net. 

W One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the 

house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to 

inquire in His temple. 

M For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; He will conceal me under the 

cover of His tent; He will lift me high upon a rock. 

W And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer 

in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

M I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He will pluck my feet out of the net. 
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KYRIE Mark 10:47 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray: Faithful God, whose grace attends us all our days, look upon us in 

mercy and renew us by Your Holy Spirit. Direct our steps into pathways of peace 

and lead us to discover all that is good and right and true. Preserve us in Your 

righteousness and at last bring us to Your eternal kingdom where You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:14–21 
L The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 42. 

14For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now 

I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 
15I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the 

rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not 

known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough 

places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 
17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say 

to metal images, “You are our gods.” 
18Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind 

as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does 

not hear. 
21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make 

it glorious. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 142; antiphon: v. 5 
L I cry to You, O LORD; I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.” 

C With my voice I cry out to the LORD; with my voice I plead for mercy to the 

LORD. 

L I pour out my complaint before Him; I tell my trouble before Him. When my spirit 

faints within me, You know my way! In the path where I walk they have hidden a 

trap for me. Look to the right and see: there is none who takes notice of me; no 

refuge remains to me; no one cares for my soul. I cry to You, O LORD; I say, “You 

are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.” Attend to my cry, for I am brought 

very low! Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are too strong for me! Bring me 

out of prison, that I may give thanks to Your name! The righteous will surround me, 

for You will deal bountifully with me. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I cry to You, O LORD; I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the 

living.” 
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EPISTLE Ephesians 5:8–14 
L The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 5. 

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 
10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works 

of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the 

things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes 

visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LENT) Ephesians 6:11; Hebrews 12:2   LSB p. 157 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1–41 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 

answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 

might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is 

day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud 

with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and 

came back seeing. 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is 

this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, 

but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how 

were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 

anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed 

and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was 

a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees 

again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud 

on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is 

not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 

who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they 

said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your 

eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is 

this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His 

parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21But 

how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; 

he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these things because 

they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess 

Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, 

“Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether 

he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 

see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He 

answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want 

to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they reviled him, 
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saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God 

has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
30The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he 

comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to 

sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 
32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 

man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They 

answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast 

him out. 
35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe 

in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to 

you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment 

I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may 

become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to 

him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have 

no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY 744 Amazing Grace 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati
 Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 
C I Believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 
  



11 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB, p. 215 
L In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the Church of God, that she, enlightened by the Gospel, would be a home for 

those cast out by this world, especially Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 

Anchorage, Alaska, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Deming, New Mexico, and  Alaska 

Mission for Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all who seek refuge in the Church of Christ, that God would raise up pastors in 

every age to serve them in His name, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those baptized into the light of Christ, that He would guide us in His ways and 

teach us to both know and do His will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who wander in the darkness through rough places in this life, that they 

would wait on the salvation of the Lord and not be put to shame, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the afflicted in body or soul, [especially _,] that they would take heart, trust in 

Christ for healing and find Him even in the midst of their trials, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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OFFERING Offering Plates passed by Ushers 
Please enter your attendance in the red Record of Fellowship 

OFFERTORY 434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 Text and tune: Public domain 

+ SACRAMENT + 
 PREFACE 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, Lord our God. You call us to be Your people who acknowledge our 

sin and who find our hope of salvation in You alone. Direct our lives in ways of 

faithfulness, discovering what is good and right and true and rejoicing in Your 

undeserved love for us. Grant that we may receive the body and blood of our Lord 

here given as the guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come 

in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, 

together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9     LSB p.161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
L Lord God Almighty, we bless You for the gift of light eternal that is ours in Christ 

Jesus, who has called us into the brilliance of His eternal kingdom. Now gathered 

at Your Table, grant that we be strengthened in faith toward You and in active love 

for one another as we await Your final coming in glory. Send Your Holy Spirit upon 

us to sanctify us, leading us into discovering what is good and right and true and 

renewing us in body and soul for the sake of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, in 

whose name we offer our thanksgiving. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
L As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

L O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13     LSB p.162 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

PAX DOMINI 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

WE SHARE THE PEACE 
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 AGNUS DEI John 1:29      LSB p.163 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 433 Glory Be to Jesus 

 
 

  
 

Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–76 Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 683 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me 

 

 

 

 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. Text: Public domain 
Tune: Norman Cocker, 1889–1953 Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 
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 NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32      LSB p.211 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
L Let us pray: Blessed are You, almighty God, for by You we have been fed and 

nourished with the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Strengthen us through 

this Holy Meal in faith toward You and in caring love toward one another as we live 

out our callings. With Your loving grace, hear our prayers and grant all that is best 

for us according to Your caring will. Grant us Your abiding peace as we await Your 

eternal kingdom. In the name of Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life, we 

pray. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BIRTHDAYS 

BENEDICTION 
L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  



20 

DISMISSAL HYMN 685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 

Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. Tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
L Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Amen! 
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