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THE LORD’S MERCY IS GREAT

WELCOME

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray
that you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes &
to us through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, |
please sign your name, address and most importantly your
phone number in our Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again.
If we can be of assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know.
We invite you to join us for refreshments after the service in the room adjoining the
worship facility.

AS WE GATHER

We are reminded on Ash Wednesday that we were destroyed by sin and come to the
Lord for cleansing and renewal. We come because Jesus has beckoned us by the Holy
Spirit and has called us to repentance. We rely on the great mercy of God and cry out to
our King for clean hearts. We respond today, throughout Lent, and for the rest of our
lives, by coming to our Savior and receiving His forgiveness and love.

COMMUNION PRACTICE

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body
and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with
Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth His death until He comes. Because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation
and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an
elder. For further study, see MaTTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34.



+ PREPARATION +

HYMN 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us
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1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
2 To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter in
3 To - day our Fa - ther calls us; His Ho - ly Spir - it  waits;
40O al -em-brac-ing Mer - cy, O ev -er - o - pen Door,
o
" [ [ I I

[ I | [

L o o o &~

o

How - ev - er great our tres - pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa-ther’s wel-come And par - don for their sin.
His bless-ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav'n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,

The past shall be for- got - ten, A pres - ent joy be giv'n,
No ques-tion will be asked us How of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a- gainst us, To  drive to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash us And make us clean to - day.
A fu - ture grace be prom -ised, A glo-rious crown in heav’n.

Al - though we
know one gate

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.
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Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812-after 1857
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Fa - ther’s home.
hear our prayer.

Text and tune: Public domain



OINVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 51:1-9
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love;
according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!

For | know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.

Against You, You only, have | sinned and done what is evil in Your sight,
so that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment.

Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being,
and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart.

Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.

Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that You have broken rejoice.

Hide Your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.

On this day of ashes, we reflect on our sin-filled lives and seek God’s forgiveness.
Silence is observed.

Most merciful Father in heaven,

| am a sinner. | have no one to blame. The fault is my own. | deserve to be
punished. | am truly sorry for my sins. Yet, for the sake of the loving sacrifice
of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, | dare to beg for Your forgiveness. Remove
from me the guilt of my sin and wash me that | may be whole again. Help me
to be faithful today, tomorrow, and each day, by the power of Your Holy Spirit.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us and has given His only
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



O LITANY FOR ASH WEDNESDAY

M erfF F 0 80 F 0 BF B F

M ®

TR @

O Lord,
have mercy.

O Chirist,
have mercy.

O Lord,
have mercy.

O Christ,
hear us.

God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.

Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.
Help us, good Lord.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation;

by Your holy nativity;

by Your Baptism, fasting, and temptation;

by Your agony and bloody sweat;

by Your cross and passion;

by Your precious death and burial;

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension;
and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation;

in all time of our prosperity;

in the hour of death;

and in the day of judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You
to hear us, O Lord.
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To prosper the preaching of Your Word;

to bless our prayer and meditation;

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith;

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To draw all to Yourself;

to bless those who are instructed in the faith;

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken,
the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers;

to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy;

and to have mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To turn our hearts to You;

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers;
and graciously to hear our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Christ,
hear us.

O Lord,
have mercy.

O Christ,
have mercy.

O Lord,
have mercy. Amen.



ADDRESS FOR IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a
holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially
directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.
From ancient times, the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion,
self- denial, and humble repentance borne of a faithful heart that dwells confidently
on His Word and draws from it life and hope.
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in
the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may
come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.

FIRST READING Joel 2:12-19
The First Reading is from Joel, the second chapter.

12*Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning;

13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LoRrD, your God, for
he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he
relents over disaster.

4Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering for the LoRD your God?

15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly;

8gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the

children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her
chamber.

17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep
and say, “Spare your people, O LoRD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a
byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their
God?”

18Then the LorD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people.

1The LorD answered and said to his people, “Behold, | am sending to you grain,
wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and | will no more make you a reproach
among the nations.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES



HYMN

419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee
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1 Sav - ior, when in dust to  Thee Low we bow thea -
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Scarce we lift our weep-ing eyes; O, by all  Thy
In the sav - age wil - der - ness, By the dread, mys -
Pierc - ing  spear, and tor - turing scorn, By the gloom that
Held i vain the ris - ing God, O, from earth to
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pains and woe Suf-fered once for us be - low, Bend - ing
te - rious hour Of thein-sult-ing tempt-er’s pow’r, Turn, O
veiled the skies O’er the dread-ful sac - 11 - fice, Lis - ten
heav’'n re - stored, Might-y, re - as - cend-ed Lord, Bend - ing
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from Thy throne on high, Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!
turn a fa - v'ring eye; Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!
to our hum - ble sigh; Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!
from Thy throne on high, Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.

Tune: Joseph Parry, 1841-1903

Text and tune: Public domain



+ WORD +

SALUTATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made
and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts
that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may, like David
before us, receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Chronicles 21:1-2, 7-19, 26-27

The Old Testament reading is from 1 Chronicles, the twenty-first chapter.

Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel. 2So David said
to Joab and the commanders of the army, “Go, number Israel, from Beersheba to
Dan, and bring me a report, that | may know their number.”

'But God was displeased with this thing, and he struck Israel. 8And David said to
God, “I have sinned greatly in that | have done this thing. But now, please take away
the iniquity of your servant, for | have acted very foolishly.” °And the LoRD spoke to
Gad, David’s seer, saying, 1“Go and say to David, ‘Thus says the LoRrRD, Three
things | offer you; choose one of them, that | may do it to you.” 'So Gad came to
David and said to him, “Thus says the LorD, ‘Choose what you will: *2either three
years of famine, or three months of devastation by your foes while the sword of your
enemies overtakes you, or else three days of the sword of the LORD, pestilence on
the land, with the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the territory of Israel.’
Now decide what answer | shall return to him who sent me.” ¥¥Then David said to
Gad, “l am in great distress. Let me fall into the hand of the LORD, for his mercy is
very great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man.”

14S0 the LoRD sent a pestilence on Israel, and 70,000 men of Israel fell. **And God
sent the angel to Jerusalem to destroy it, but as he was about to destroy it, the LORD
saw, and he relented from the calamity. And he said to the angel who was working
destruction, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of the LORD was
standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. *And David lifted his eyes
and saw the angel of the LORD standing between earth and heaven, and in his hand
a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, clothed in
sackcloth, fell upon their faces. ’And David said to God, “Was it not | who gave
command to number the people? It is | who have sinned and done great evil. But



these sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand, O LorD my God, be
against me and against my father’'s house. But do not let the plague be on your
people.”

8Now the angel of the LorD had commanded Gad to say to David that David should
go up and raise an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
1980 David went up at Gad’s word, which he had spoken in the name of the LORD.

26And David built there an altar to the LorD and presented burnt offerings and peace
offerings and called on the LoRrD, and the LORD answered him with fire from heaven
upon the altar of burnt offering. 2’Then the LorRD commanded the angel, and he put
his sword back into its sheath.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 51:1-13; antiphon: v. 17

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
3For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

4Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you
may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment,

°Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

°Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the
secret heart.

'Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall be whiter than
snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
®Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.

10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

1Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.
13Then | will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.

"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you
will not despise.



EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10

10

The Epistle reading is from 2 Corinthians, the fifth chapter.

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2'For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God
in vain. ?For he says,

“In a favorable time | listened to you,
and in a day of salvation | have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, “but as
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless
nights, hunger; ®by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine
love; “by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness
for the right hand and for the left; 8through honor and dishonor, through slander and
praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; ®as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; *°as sorrowful,
yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet
possessing everything.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



O ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LENT) Joel 2:13 LSB 157
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order
to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in
heaven.

2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly,
| say to you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, #so that your giving may
be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

*“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by
others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. °But when you pray, go
into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . .

18“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received
their reward. ’But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 8that your
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, 2°but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

11



O HYMN 610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me
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1 Lord Je - sus, think on me And purge a - way my  sin;
2 Lord Je - sus, think on me, By anx - ious thoughts op - pressed;
3 Lord Je -sus, think on me A - mid the bat - tle’s strife;
4 Lord Je - sus, think on me Nor let me g0 a - stray;
5 Lord Je - sus, think on me That, when this life 18 past,
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From world-ly pas-sions set me free And make me pure with -in.
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Let me Your lov-ing ser-vant be And taste Your prom-ised rest.
In all my pain and mis -er -y, O be my health and life!
Through dark-ness and per-plex - 1 - ty Point out Your cho - sen way.
I may the e-ter - nal bright-ness see And share Your joy at last.
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365—c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-96, alt. Tune: William Daman, c. 1540-1591 Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON
O CREED Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ¢ of the world to come.
Amen.
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O PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray: O Lord, our God, we acknowledge Your great goodness toward us and
praise You for the mercy and grace that our eyes have seen, our ears have heard,
and our hearts have known. We sincerely repent of the sins of this day and those in
the past. Pardon our offenses, correct and reform what is lacking in us, and help us
to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Inscribe
Your law upon our hearts and equip us to serve You with holy and blameless lives.
Grant that each day reminds us of the coming of the night when no one can work.
In the emptiness of this present age, keep us united by a living faith through the
power of Your Holy Spirit with Him who is the resurrection and the life, that we may
escape the eternal bitter pains of condemnation. By Your Holy Spirit, bless the
preaching of Your Word and the administration of Your Sacraments. Preserve these
gifts to us and to all Christians. Guard and protect us from all dangers to body and
soul. Grant that we may with faithful perseverance receive from You our sorrows as
well as our joys, knowing that health and sickness, riches and poverty, and all things
come by permission of Your fatherly hand. Keep this day under Your protective care
all the sick and those who suffer, [including . . .], and preserve them with us, securely
trusting in Your everlasting goodness and love, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

OFFERING Offering Plates are passed by ushers
Please enter your attendance in the Record of Fellowship

13



OFFERTORY 956 Create in Me
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and up-hold me with Thy free spir - it A - men.
Text: Psalm 51:10-12 Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583-1651, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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HYMN 418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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2 You strove  with Sa - tan, and You won; Your
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prayed and  kept the fast; In - spire re - pen - tance
faith - ful - ness en - dured; Lend us  Your nerve, Your
fixed Your mind a - Dbove; So teach us to de -
all our earth - ly days, That when the fi - nal
f) u
s =
el . |
ANV | |
Y]
for our sin, And free us from  our past.
skill and trust In God’s e - ter - nal Word.
ny  our - selves, Since we have known God’s love.
Eas - ter dawns, We join in heav - en’s praise.
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177
Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh Tune: Public domain
DISMISSAL

Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Amen!

15



1 6 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise
indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.



