
CHRISTMAS DAY DECEMBER 25, 2022 

THE LORD HAS BARED HIS HOLY ARM 

WELCOME 

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray that 

you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes to us 

through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, please sign your 

name, address and most importantly your phone number in our Guest 

Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we can be of 

assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. We invite you to join 

us for refreshments after the service in the room adjoining the worship facility. 

AS WE GATHER 

The long wait is over – the Savior is born! For many people, the days, weeks, and even 

months have been filled with anticipation for Christmas. For children, it may be an 

anticipation of gifts; for others, it may be long-awaited family time enjoyed and all the season 

brings. For all, we pray the Good News of a Savior born this day in the city of David is the 

overarching reason to celebrate. Others in history had to wait a much longer time for their 

Christmas joy. Approximately seven centuries before “the Word became flesh” (JOHN 1:14), 

Isaiah would be inspired by the Spirit to proclaim to the people, “The Lord has bared His 

holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the 

salvation of our God” (ISAIAH 52:10). Though the people of Isaiah’s day would not experience 

Christmas as we do, they would hold on by faith to the anticipated promise of salvation 

through our Savior who was to come. For us, we give thanks that salvation has come. In 

the Son of God wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger, and with the mission for 

humanity set before Him, “The Lord has bared His holy arm” (ISAIAH 52:10). May this promise 

fulfilled increase our Christmas joy as God still comes to us today in His Means of Grace, 

that we not only see but often celebrate the salvation of our God. 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, as 

He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and 

blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 

and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, 

and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 

show forth His death until He comes.  Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body 

and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a 

confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in 

doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and yet desire to 

receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an elder. For further study, 

see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth 
time with us. If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at 

Lamb of God who will lend you a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, 
note the colors, embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great 

stained-glass windows. What Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in 
on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of 

this belongs to them, too. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry 
back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and 

books in the nursery, and activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall 
which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage your child) 

Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they 
respond to the Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing 
in Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to 
welcome, smile, encourage, help, and bless you all. 
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+ PREPARATION + 
HYMN 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 Text and tune: Public domain 
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 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE WREATH Psalm 100 
L On this holy day, we light the Christ Candle as we rejoice in the birth of our Savior 

Jesus, the Word made flesh, the Child of Bethlehem. The Christ Candle is a symbol 

of His presence among us. In the words of the psalmist, we, the people of His 

pasture, celebrate the birth of our Good Shepherd. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

C Serve the LORD with gladness! 

L Come into His presence with singing! 

C Know that the LORD, He is God! 

L It is He who made us, and we are His; 

C we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 

L Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! 

C Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

L For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, 

C and His faithfulness to all generations. 

The candles are lit. 

OPENING SENTENCES John 1:1, 4–5, 9; Isaiah 9:6; 52:10 
L In the beginning was the Word, 

C and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

L In Him was life, 

C and the life was the light of men. 

L The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

C The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

L For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

C and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 

L and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

C Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

L The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION John 1:4–5; Isaiah 52:10 
L Jesus, Word made flesh, You came to dwell among us, but the darkness of our sin 

separates and we often fail to bask in the light of Your presence. 

C We are sinful and unclean; we have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

L John writes in our Gospel lesson, “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” Heavenly 

Father, too frequently we live in the darkness of unbelief. 

C Forgive us, Lord, for those sins we know, and those sins we do not know. 

L For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

C Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

L Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to be born into this world and in our 

flesh for us, to live a perfect life we can never attain, and to give His life as a perfect 

sacrifice for you. For His sake, He forgives you all your sins. Christ was born to live 

for us, to die for us, that we by faith will rise with Him in victory. He was born as our 

Savior to forgive. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

L The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
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+ WORD + 
INTROIT Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 
L For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
  



7 

HYMN OF PRAISE 374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald Text and tune: Public domain 
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SALUTATION 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray: Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh 

may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:7–10 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 52. 

7How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

 who publishes salvation, 

 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen – they lift up their voice; 

 together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 

 you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

 before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 2; antiphon: v. 7 
A 1Why do the nations rage 

 and the peoples plot in vain? 
2The kings of the earth set themselves, 

 and the rulers take counsel together, 

 against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
3“Let us burst their bonds apart 

 and cast away their cords from us.” 
4He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

 the Lord holds them in derision. 
5Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
6“As for me, I have set my King 

 on Zion, my holy hill.” 
7I will tell of the decree: 

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 

 today I have begotten you. 
8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

 and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9You shall break them with a rod of iron 

 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
10Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
11Serve the LORD with fear, 

 and rejoice with trembling. 
12Kiss the Son, 

 lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 

 for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 
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EPISTLE Hebrews 1:1–12 
A The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 1. 

1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance 

of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe 

by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

 “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

 “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

 “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7Of the angels he says, 

 “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 
8But of the Son he says, 

 “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the 

scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your 

companions.” 
10And, 

 “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens 

are the work of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out 

like a garment, 12like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. 

But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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 ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1–18 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and 

without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life 

was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, 

to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the 

light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in 

the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did 

receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 

of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness 

about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 

ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at 

the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON Gerry Zellar, Licensed Lay Deacon 
  



13 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 CATECHISM The Second Article 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

L What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a 

lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, 

and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His 

own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. 

This is most certainly true. 
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 HYMN 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
L Let us pray in song and in words spoken for the Church of God and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Father, on this day we recall how great is Your love for us, sending Your Son into 

our world as an infant, to be our Savior and to forgive our sins. 

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 

L Jesus, on this day we recall how great is Your love for us; You came from heaven 

to live on earth as one of us, and one with us, to forgive our sin. 

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 

L Holy Spirit, on this day we recall how great is Your love for us, gathering us together 

through the water of Baptism and nourishing our faith through the Word and the 

body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sin. 

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift given, received, and kept unto life 

eternal. 

L Gracious Lord, You have bared Your holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

that the ends of the earth shall see Your salvation. Even amid Christmas peace and 

joy, we experience the hurt and harm of this world. We lift up all those who suffer in 

mind, body, or spirit, [especially . . .]. Reach out to them with Your holy arm and the 

light of our Savior that they may be comforted in their time of need, seeing the 

salvation You have prepared for all through faith. 

Additional petitions may follow. 

L All these things we bring before You, through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

C Amen. 

OFFERING Offering Plates are in the Fellowship Hall 
Please enter your attendance in the Record of Fellowship 
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HYMN 364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ SACRAMENT + 
 PREFACE 
L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 

revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know 

and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
L Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
L As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

L O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

WE SHARE THE PEACE 

 AGNUS DEI LSB 163 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 Tune: English, 16th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 Text and tune: Public domain 
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 NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
L Let us pray: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of 

the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in 

the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we 

may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BIRTHDAYS 

BENEDICTION 
L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

HYMN 387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
L Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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