
CHRISTMAS EVE DECEMBER 24, 2022 

THE LORD HAS BARED HIS HOLY ARM 

WELCOME 

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray 

that you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes 

to us through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, please 

sign your name, address and most importantly your phone 

number in our Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we 

can be of assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. We 

invite you to join us for refreshments after the service in the room adjoining the worship 

facility. 

AS WE GATHER 
“All is calm, all is bright.” Is it really? We sing those words from the hymn “Silent Night, 

Holy Night” every Christmas Eve. Yet the world in which we live is in so many ways 

neither calm nor bright. War, violence, shootings, unending anxiety: these are anything 

but calm and bright. Yet we sing. Why? Because the calmness and brightness of which 

we sing on Christmas Eve comes not from politics or laws or humanity’s ability to 

overcome obstacles; it comes from God. “Glory to God in the highest,” sings the 

multitude of angels to the shepherds, “and on earth peace among those with whom He 

is pleased” (LUKE 2:14). In Christ, we are given peace beyond human understanding, 

peace flowing from God to us, peace that comes from God’s self-sacrificing love. So 

filled with hope, we join the angel chorus and sing of the peace found only in Jesus. 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with 

Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 

of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth His death until He comes.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an 

elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth 

time with us. If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at 

Lamb of God who will lend you a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel 

embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, 

note the colors, embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great 

stained-glass windows. What Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in 

on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of 

this belongs to them, too. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry 

back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and 

books in the nursery, and activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall 

which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage your child) 

Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they 

respond to the Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing 

in Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to 

welcome, smile, encourage, help, and bless you all. 
  



3 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. Refrain 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Refrain 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH All Advent candles are lit 

EXHORTATION 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–

1948 Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our 

Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our 

Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

INTROIT Psalm 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7 
P I will tell of the decree: 

 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” 

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 

 the world and those who dwell therein. 

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

 And who shall stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

 who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. 

He will receive blessing from the LORD 

 and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P I will tell of the decree: 

 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” 
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KYRIE Mark 10:47 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 HYMN 368 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. Text and tune: French Text and tune: Public domain 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10–14 
L The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 7. 

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep 

as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the 

LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you 

to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give 

you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 

Immanuel.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 110:1–4; antiphon: v. 2a 
1The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your 

footstool.” 
2The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your 

enemies! 
3Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy garments; 

from the womb of the morning, the dew of your youth will be yours. 
4The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the 

order of Melchizedek.” 

EPISTLE 1 John 4:7–16 
L The Epistle is from 1 John, chapter 4. 

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 

born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 

God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is 

love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and 

his love is perfected in us. 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 

Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides 

in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love that God 

has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides 

in him. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual Text and tune: Public domain 

 HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 

put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these 

things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in 

her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 

for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 

had spoken by the prophet: 
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given 

birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY 370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 Tune: English, 16th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON Rev. Jonathan Rockey 
  



11 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 
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 HYMN 364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For true faith in Christ and His promise that by His conception, virgin birth, holy life, 

sacrificial death and victorious resurrection, our sins are forgiven and we are His, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the love of God, that abiding in us and we in Him, we would grow in love toward 

one another and His love would be perfected in us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For joy and delight in proclaiming the glad tidings of Christ to all people, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the families of our church and our country, that seeing how Christ took His place 

in the family of Mary and Joseph, we also would live faithfully as husbands and 

wives, loving and caring for our children and nurturing them in God’s Word, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For good government, that God would move all those in authority to govern in 

service to the will of David’s Son and Lord, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For generosity, that the Father who loves us and sent His Son as the propitiation for 

our sins would perfect His love in us to show kindness to those in need, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the lonely, sick, recovering or those near death, [especially ____,] that they 

would be comforted and persevere in hope until He visits them with healing, relief, 

deliverance and peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P We thank You, dear Lord, for the saints who received Your blessing of 

righteousness in Christ and now stand in the most holy place before Your throne. 

Preserve us by Your grace in the holiness of Christ, that we, too, may dwell in Your 

light and life for eternity; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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OFFERING Offering Plates are in the Fellowship Hall 

Please enter your attendance in the Record of Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, for You have had mercy on us and entered human 

history in the person of Your Son so that we might enter Your eternal kingdom. He 

fulfilled the prophecy and was born of the Virgin so that He might die on a cross and 

thereby give us eternal life. As we celebrate His birth, we give thanks for our new 

birth, for His abiding with us throughout our journey, and for the assurance of heaven 

He won for us. To You – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – be all praise and glory, now 

and forever. Remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

WE SHARE THE PEACE 
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 CANDLELIGHTING 

[During the following hymn, individual candles are lit from those of the candle bearers and on through 

the congregation. Please tip the unlit candle toward the lit candle, to avoid wax spillage.] 

HYMN 366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 Text and tune: Public domain 

[When all candles are lit:] 
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HYMN TO DEPART 363 Silent Night, Holy Night 

 

 

 

 

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 Text and tune: Public domain 

[When song is over, carefully blow out candles & return them to table in Fellowship Hall:] 

 BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Amen! 
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