
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT DECEMBER 4, 2022 

ADVENT ADVERBS: EXPECTANTLY 

WELCOME 

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray 

that you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes 

to us through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, 

please sign your name, address and most importantly your 

phone number in our Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. 

If we can be of assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know. 

We invite you to join us for refreshments after the service in the room adjoining the 

worship facility. 

AS WE GATHER 

For many Christian people, reading the Word of our Lord from a “red letter” edition of the 

Bible is a special blessing. Seeing the words of Christ highlighted in a special color may 

make them more immediate and noticeable. The last sentence with red words in those 

Bible editions is REVELATION 22:20, in which the Lord promises: “Surely I am coming soon.” 

John, the writer of Revelation, follows with these inspired words: “Amen. Come, Lord 

Jesus!” Those words became part of the worship life for many in the Early Church as 

they expectantly awaited the return of the Lord to the earth and the completion of His 

promised eternal kingdom. In the season of Advent, we echo that ancient yearning cry: 

“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with 

Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 

of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth His death until He comes.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an 

elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth 
time with us. If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at 

Lamb of God who will lend you a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, 
note the colors, embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great 

stained-glass windows. What Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in 
on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of 

this belongs to them, too. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry 
back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and 

books in the nursery, and activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall 
which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage your child) 

Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they 
respond to the Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing 
in Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to 
welcome, smile, encourage, help, and bless you all. 
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+ PREPARATION + 
HYMN 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven Text and tune: Public domain 

 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 80:1, 3, 14a, 17; 40:1, 3a 
P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are 

enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

C Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

P Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and see. 

C But let Your hand be on the man of Your right hand, the son of man whom 

You have made strong for Yourself! 

P I waited patiently for the LORD; He inclined to me and heard my cry. 

C He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 
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HYMN In Advent Hope 

 

 

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623 Tune: Public domain 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P O God, our Father, You have set forth the way of life for us in Your beloved Son. 

We confess with shame our slowness to learn of Him, our failure to follow Him, and 

our reluctance to bear the cross. 

C Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. We acknowledge 

our sinful nature and confess our sinful thoughts, words, and deed. Create in 

us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. 

P Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 

spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 

who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
INTROIT Psalm 105:4–8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3 
C A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God.” 

 M  Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His presence continually! 

 W  Remember the wondrous works that He has done, His miracles, and the judgments 

He uttered, O offspring of Abraham, His servant, children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 

 M  He is the LORD our God; His judgments are in all the earth. 

 W  He remembers His covenant forever, the word that He commanded, for a thousand 

generations. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

C A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God.” 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come to us with Your presence. Restore 

to us the joy of Your salvation and grant us a deep and abiding peace for all of our 

days. By the working of the Holy Spirit, lead us to share that joy we now know as 

Your gift. Keep us in true faith until the coming of Your everlasting kingdom where 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

HYMN 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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 OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1–10 
L The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 11. 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

 their young shall lie down together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 

 in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

 as the waters cover the sea. 
10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples – of him 

shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 72:1–7 
C Give the king Your justice, O God, and Your righteousness to the royal son! 

 M  May He judge Your people with righteousness, and Your poor with justice! 

 W  Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! 

 M  May He defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children 

of the needy, and crush the oppressor! 

 W  May they fear You while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all 

generations! 

 M  May He be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth! 

 W  In His days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more!  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

EPISTLE Romans 15:4–13 
L The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 15. 

 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 

endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony 

with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one 

another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order 

that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing to your name.” 
10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

 and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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 ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of 

by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

 make his paths straight.’” 
4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and 

his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 

region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 

said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, 

‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. 

Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 
11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 

than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. Composite Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON Rev. Craig Schultz 
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 CREED The Second Article 
P In the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, echoing the proclamation of John the 

Baptist, we confess Jesus to be the Savior, the One who fulfills God’s promises. 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 

from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or 

silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 

death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
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 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all people according 

to their needs. 

Come, O Lord, among us, that as people united in faith, we may witness to the Good 

News that is ours in Christ Jesus. With hope we pray: 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

P Come, O Lord, with Your presence on earth, that in those places where strife and 

discord rule there be times of peace. Come to our nation, that we find joy in that 

which is done through it by the leaders and by the people. With hope we pray: 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

P Come, O Lord, and walk beside us that Your love and blessing be evident in all that 

we say and do. With hope we pray: 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

P Come, O Lord, and bring Your response to the special concerns on our hearts today, 

including health and family needs and situations that are part of life, [including . . .]. 

With hope we pray: 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

P For all those who have completed their earthly journey in faith and now rest from 

their labors in eternal peace and joy, serving as witnesses of Your never-ending 

care, we bless You, O Lord, and ask that we also be numbered with the saints in 

glory everlasting. With hope we pray: 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

OFFERING Offering Plates are in the Fellowship Hall 

Please enter your attendance in the Record of Fellowship 
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+ SACRAMENT + 
 PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for You have 

established Your kingdom of peace among us and have brought to us the joy of 

Your salvation in our lives. Above all, we bless You and give thanks for the limitless 

love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son as the fulfillment of Your 

great promises. Through the working of Your Holy Spirit, bestow upon us Your 

supporting presence, Lord, now and forever. Together with angels and archangels 

and with all who rejoice in the courts of heaven we praise Your glorious name: 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We thank You for having sent Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, to be our Redeemer, saving us from the power of sin, 

death, and the devil, and blessing our lives with lasting peace. Invited by Your grace, 

we come to Your Table expectantly and hopefully with gratitude and joy. Strengthen 

us through Christ’s body and blood that we grow as people of faith and peace, 

awaiting with hope the eternal feast in glory everlasting. 

C Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

WE SHARE THE PEACE 
  



15 

 AGNUS DEI LSB 163 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

 

 

 
: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann Text and tune: Public domain 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 
Then with the shepherds let us go 
To see what God for us has done 
In sending us His own dear Son. 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 
Through whom the sinful world is blest! 
You came to share my misery 
That You might share Your joy with me. 

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 
And set with gold and jewels rare, 
It would be far too poor and small 
A cradle for the Lord of all. 

12 And so it pleases You to see 
This simple truth revealed to me: 
That worldly honor, wealth, and might 
Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 
My lips no more can silence keep. 
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 
And see what in the manger lies. 
Who is this child, so young and fair? 
It is the Christ Child lying there. 

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all, 
How weak You are, so poor and small, 
That You should choose to lay Your head 
Where lowly cattle lately fed! 

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff 
You have but hay and straw so rough 
On which as King, so rich and great, 
To be enthroned in royal state. 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN 508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 

 

 

 

 

6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free 

    With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, 

With all His saints in that blest place 

    Which He has purchased for us. 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way 

    In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea: 

Come, mighty judge, and set us free 

    From death and ev’ry evil. 
Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832–1919, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug Text and tune: Public domain 
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 NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have again welcomed us at 

Your Table and have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal 

kingdom. Grant that the body and blood of our Lord now within us keep us joy-filled 

and secure in Your love. Bless us through this divine gift that we may live with 

assurance and confidence, even in times of earthly sadness and sorrow. Grant that 

Your Holy Spirit enlighten us with His gifts that we be people who rejoice in Your 

promises and live to Your glory. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BIRTHDAYS 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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DISMISSAL HYMN 354 Arise, O Christian People 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Amen! 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 


