
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST OCTOBER 23, 2022 

CERTAINTY 

WELCOME 

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray 

that you will open your heart in preparation as our Savior comes 

to us through the word and sacraments. If you are a guest, 

please sign your name, address and most importantly your 

phone number in our Guest Book in the entrance and come and 

worship with us again. If we can be of assistance to you in your spiritual walk through 

life please let us know. We invite you to join us for refreshments after the service in the 

room adjoining the worship facility. 

AS WE GATHER 

“How can you be so sure?” That is the question we may find ourselves asking when we 

read the confidence expressed by Paul in today’s Epistle: “There is laid up for me the 

crown of righteousness” (2 TIMOTHY 4:8); “The Lord stood by me and strengthened me. . . 

I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. . . The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and 

bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom” (2 TIMOTHY 4:17–18a). “Paul, how can you be 

so sure?” Today’s service will help us to see that Paul’s certainty was not based upon 

his strength of faith or his works of ministry; no, it was based solely on God’s faithfulness 

to him in Jesus Christ, the Crucified! Through His Word and Spirit, God provides such 

confidence and certainty to us also as we gather in His presence and are received by 

Him as members of His heavenly kingdom. “To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen” 

(2 TIMOTHY 4:18b). 

COMMUNION PRACTICE 

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with 

Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 

of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth His death until He comes.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an 

elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth 
time with us. If you need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at 

Lamb of God who will lend you a hand. 

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier: 

Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God. 

Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, 
note the colors, embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great 

stained-glass windows. What Jesus does here promises to engage them. 

Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in 
on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of 

this belongs to them, too. 

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead. 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so – but please hurry 
back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and 

books in the nursery, and activity sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall 
which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage your child) 

Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they 
respond to the Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home 

in this house of worship. 

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing 
in Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (LUKE 18:16) 

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to 
welcome, smile, encourage, help, and bless you all. 
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+ PREPARATION + 
HYMN 794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised 

 

 

 

 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public domain 
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 INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Through faith in Jesus Christ, we are adopted as God’s sons and daughters and 

drawn into His kingdom. By means of His Word and Supper, we gather to receive 

our Savior’s mercy and then respond to Him in thanksgiving and praise. Because of 

our sins of thought, word, and action, we are unworthy of the grace we receive. 

Therefore, at our Lord’s invitation, let us come before our heavenly Father in humility 

and faith, seeking His pardon for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. Received into the certainty and security of His eternal kingdom, 

be assured that you belong to Him—He is your Father, and you are His children! As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
INTROIT Psalm 56:10–13; antiphon: v. 3 
P When I am afraid, 

C I put my trust in You. 

P In God, whose word I praise, in the LORD, whose word I praise, 

C in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me? 

P I must perform my vows to You, O God; 

C I will render thank offerings to You. 

P For You have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, 

C that I may walk before God in the light of life.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P When I am afraid, 

C I put my trust in You. 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
P Glory to God in the Highest, and Peace to His people on earth 
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SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than 

we to pray and always ready to give more than we either desire or deserve. 

C Strengthen us in the certainty of the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting 

in Your heavenly kingdom, that we may always trust in Him who was crucified 

for our salvation; 

P through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 4:1–15 
L The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 4. 

1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have 

gotten a man with the help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now 

Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time 

Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought 

of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel 

and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very 

angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has 

your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, 

sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 
8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up 

against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel 

your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD 

said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from 

the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth 

to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall 

no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the 

earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14Behold, 

you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be 

hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will 

kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall 

be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found 

him should attack him. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL Psalm 91:11; 103:1 
L He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 

C Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

EPISTLE 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18 
L The Epistle is from 2 Timothy, chapter 4. 

6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure 

has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all 

who have loved his appearing. . . . 
16At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not 

be charged against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that 

through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear 

it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil 

deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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 ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 18:9–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to 

pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by 

himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes 

of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 

eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I 

tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will 

be exalted.” 
15Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when 

the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let 

the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom 

of God. 17Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a 

child shall not enter it.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY 605 Father Welcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 

SERMON 
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 NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 

all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 

things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 

come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 

will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for all the children of God, members of His heavenly kingdom, and also 

for all others whose needs are known to the Lord, that they may experience the 

certainty of His promises and blessings in their lives. 

Gracious Father, we are richly blessed to come unto Jesus at His gracious invitation 

and to be assured of our identity as Your children and members of Your eternal 

kingdom. Inspire in us a dedication to the priorities of Your kingdom, O Lord, that 

we may dedicate ourselves to worshiping You and to making Your love known to all 

the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear Your children pray! 

P Loving Savior, many things in this world distract us from Your Word and draw us 

away from spending time in Your presence. Renew us, dear Jesus, by the Word 

that we have heard this day and by the Supper we will soon receive. Remind us of 

Your forgiveness for our trespasses and restoration for our brokenness that, with 

hearts and hands lifted to You, we rejoice always, pray continually, and give thanks 

in all circumstances, for this is Your will for Your children. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear Your children pray! 
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P Your Word instructs us, sovereign Lord, to lift before You our leaders and all those 

who serve in positions of authority among us. Grant Your blessing to all who make, 

administer, and judge our nation’s laws. Protect those who lay down their lives for 

their fellow citizens. Uplift those who are weary and downtrodden in their daily lives 

that they may find joy in the roles they have in their families, communities, and 

congregations, knowing that their labor in the Lord is never in vain. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear Your children pray! 

P Healing Savior, Your ministry on earth included bringing heaven’s touch to many 

who were afflicted with pain and suffering. Each of us has upon our hearts and 

minds people in need of healing mercies this day, and, for these and for all others 

who are sick, hurting, and undergoing procedures, we ask for Your special care and 

healing touch to be extended. [Today we pray especially for . . .]. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear Your children pray! 

P Into Your hands of mercy, faithful Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Him who invites us to experience the certainty of faith that 

belongs to members of His heavenly kingdom, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

OFFERING Offering Plates are in the Fellowship Hall 

Please enter your attendance in the Record of Fellowship 
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+ SACRAMENT + 
 PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and reigning at Your right 

hand, we have certainty that You, O Lord, will rescue us from every evil and bring 

us safely into Your heavenly kingdom. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P With gratitude and thanksgiving, O Father, we offer to You our sacrifice of praise! In 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, we are welcomed into Your eternal kingdom and 

given the inheritance that belongs to Your children! With certainty in the promises 

of Jesus and His salvation, hear us now as we pray in His name and as He has 

taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

WE SHARE THE PEACE 
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 AGNUS DEI John 1:29 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 570 Just as I Am, without One Plea 

 

 

 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

 

 

 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig Tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

 

 

 

5 When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid. 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 Text and tune: Public domain 
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 NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray: O God the Father, who in love and mercy sent Your only-begotten Son 

into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace 

in this Sacrament. Strengthen us in the certainty of our Savior’s work to save us that 

we may live securely as members of Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BIRTHDAYS 
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BENEDICTION 2 Timothy 4:18; Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into His heavenly 

kingdom. 

C To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P Go forth now with the certainty of the Lord’s blessing: 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

HYMN 651 I Love Your Kingdom, Lord 

 

 

Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt. Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 Text and tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Amen! 
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