FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT MARCH 10, 2024
WELCOME

Welcome in the name of Christ Jesus. As we worship, we pray that you will open your
heart in preparation as our Savior comes to us through the word and sacraments. If
you are a guest, please sign your name, address and most importantly your phone
number in our Guest Book in the entrance and come and worship with us again. If we
can be of assistance to you in your spiritual walk through life please let us know.

COMMUNION PRACTICE

Lamb of God celebrates the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and one another. Our Lord invites to His table
those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives
and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. Because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession
of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession
differing from that of this congregation and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak
with the Pastor or an elder. For further study, see MATTHEW 5:23ff; 10:32ff;18:15-35;26:26-29; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34.

CAUTION

It is prudent and wise to let our church family know you have broken people sitting around you; this is a
place for the broken as Jesus describes in the gospels. We have/may have folks in the congregation that
have been alcoholics, drug abusers, spousal abusers, formerly violent and even sexual offenders. This is a
house for the broken. We certainly understand that this is a Lamb of God Lutheran Church Ministry and
have taken diligent steps to create a safe environment for all who would like to worship our Father.

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

We are very happy that you are here today, whether this is your first or fiftieth time with us. If you
need a little help, please ask. There are many people here at Lamb of God who will lend you a hand.

Here are some suggestions to help make worship with your children easier:

T Relax! Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel embarrassed by
it. Your children are welcome at Lamb of God.

1 Please dare to sit toward the front, where your children can easily see the pastor, note the colors,
embrace the action at the altar, and wonder at the symbols in the great stained-glass windows. What
Jesus does here promises to engage them.

1 Explain the parts of the Divine Service to your children, encouraging them to chime in on their parts:
Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! | believe! Our Father! All of this belongs to them, too.

T Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn by following your lead.

T If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so — but please hurry back! Like Jesus,
we want your children in the Liturgy, not out (there are soft toys and books in the nursery, and activity
sheets with colored pencils in the fellowship hall which can be brought into the worship hall to help engage
your child)

T Remember that the way we nurture children in church directly affects the way they respond to the
Church, God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of worship.

1 Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus’ words
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to

such as these” (Luke 18:16)

We know that your children are a gift to the church, so we will do our best to welcome, smile,
encourage, help, and bless you all.



+ PREPARATION +

HYMN OF INVOCATION 868 Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.

O INVOCATION

P
Amen.

EXHORTATION
(P)

Tune: Francgois H. Barthélémon, 1741-1808 Text and tune: Public domain

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

1 John 1:8-9

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



CONFESSION OF SINS

P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19-23]

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the - Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 27:3-5; antiphon: v. 1

(P)

The LorD is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
The LorbD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war arise against me, yet | will be confident.
One thing have | asked of the LorbD, that will | seek after:
that | may dwell in the house of the LoRD all the days of my life, to gaze upon
the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P} The Lorpis my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
KYRIE Mark 10:47
P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

()
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



P) Let us pray: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children
and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve
You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

O OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:6-13
The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 55.
%“Seek the LorDp while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
’let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
12“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 107:1-9; antiphon: v. 19

10Oh give thanks to the Lorb, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
?Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble
3and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
4Some wandered in desert wastes,
finding no way to a city to dwell in;
*hungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted within them.
®Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.
"He led them by a straight way
till they reached a city to dwell in.
8LLet them thank the LoRbD for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of men!
For he satisfies the longing soul,
and the hungry soul he fills with good things.

EPISTLE Ephesians 2:1-10

The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 2.

1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is
now at work in the sons of disobedience — 3among whom we all once lived in the
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were
by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. “But God, being rich in mercy,
because of the great love with which he loved us, >even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ — by grace you have been saved —
%and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, ’so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, °not a result of
works, so that no one may boast. °For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



O ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LENT) Joel 2:13 LSB p 157
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 4:21-34
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2IAnd he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a
bed, and not on a stand? ??For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor
is anything secret except to come to light. 2%If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”
22And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use,
it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you. ?For to the one who
has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be
taken away.”

6And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the
ground. ?’He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he
knows not how. 2The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the
full grain in the ear. 2But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.”

30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
shall we use for it? 3t is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that
the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

3With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it.
3He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he
explained everything.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



O HYMN OF THE DAY

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018177 Tune: Public domain
SERMON



O CREED Nicene Creed LSB p 158
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -;- of the world to come. Amen.



O PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P)

10

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

O Lord God, draw us into Your light. Expose wherever we, like Your people of old,
have thought, spoken and acted against You, that in repentance we might look to
Your Son lifted up on the cross and be saved from Your righteous wrath. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of hosts, You gave Your only Son so that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life. Bless the work of missionaries as they carry this Gospel
to the ends of the earth, that many may hear of Your love in Christ Jesus and be
saved through Him. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You have set our president and our governor, as authorities over us
for our good. Bless, sustain and guide them with all they need to govern us, that we
might be ruled wisely and in accord with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You had Moses lift up the bronze serpent in the wilderness,
thereby foreshadowing Your own Son’s lifting up on the cross. Teach us to hear in
the Old Testament the promises and pictures of the coming Christ, who is their
Savior and ours. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, whose steadfast love endures forever, we lift up our voices in thanksgiving.
You have redeemed us out of trouble and gathered us here to feed us, that our souls
may not faint within us. Satisfy the longing of our hearts with Your Son’s good things,
His body and blood, that we may abide in Your eternal peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, You have made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our
trespasses and sins. Cause Your Spirit to be at work in us, that we may not carry
out the sinful desires of our bodies and minds, but be Your workmanship in Christ
Jesus, walking in the good works He has prepared for us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O God, You are our light and our salvation. Hide in Your shelter all who suffer in
body, mind or soul. We especially pray for [ ]. Keep them in their day of
trouble from falling into faithless fear, and uphold them with Your peace in Christ.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.




P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
OFFERING Offering Plates are Passed by Ushers
Please enter your attendance in the red Record of Fellowship
OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB p 159
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for
many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB p 161
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My -k blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 LSB p 162

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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PAX DOMINI John 20:19
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
WE SHARE THE PEACE
O AGNUS DEl John 1:29 LSBp 163
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851-1928Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
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DIASTRIBUTION HYMN

637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois

Text and tune: Public domain
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
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Text: Johann Rist, 1607—-67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
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Tune: Theitsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg

Text and tune: Public domain



O NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-32  LSB p.211
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now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray:We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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O ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BIRTHDAYS

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 LSB p 166
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give you peace.

Amen.
DISMISSAL HYMN 921 On What Has Now Been Sown
f)
e .
e @ & ;

I On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow;
2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs;
30

grant that each of us, Now met be - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what 1is ours. Our prais -
May meet to-geth - er thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol -
n [ |
% D o D 1
[ fan) = [ = [ |
ANV [ 1
) e
in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.
low Thee to heav’'n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89 Text and tune: Public domain
DISMISSAL

P} Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Amen!
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